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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—IMMIGRATION, COST.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Premier: 1, Whai
has heen the total cost to the State of immi-
gration for the past five years, including the
percentage of cost chargeable to the Agent
General’s Department? 2, Were the expenses
of the Premior’s trip to England during 1922
charged vp to the immigration schemed

The PREMIER replied: 1, £55,182 2s. 5d.
2, £G19 5s. 6d. paid by Immigration Depart-
ment.

QUESTION--WILGARUP RAILWAY
PROJECT.

Mr. LATHAM (for Mr. J. H. Smith)
asked the Premier: When do the Govern-
ment intend to submit a Bill for the eon-
straction of o railway from Wilgarup to
Mount Barker?

The PREMIER replied: As the inspection
of the land te he served is not yet completed
T camnot say.

QUESTION—AVON BUTTER FACTORY,

Mr. MeCALLUM agked the Premier: 1, Is
it a faget that the Government have taken over
the Avon hutter factory situated at Northam?
2, Tf the answer be in the affirmative, when
was it aequired and what are the terms upon
which it was taken over? 3, What is the total
valua of the assets and linbilities taken over¥
4, What is the value of (a) land and build-
ings, (b) plant and machiery, {¢) sundry
debtors taken over, and who made the valua.
tion? 5, Arc there any contingent liabilities
not ineluded in figures qguoted in answer to
question No, 4%

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, On
27th July, 1923. The Agricultural Bank and
Treasury took possession as mortgagees, and
a2 mapager has bcen appointed to carry on
the faetory teraporarily. When the business
has been placed on a sound basis the question
of handing same over to the co-operative com-
pany, under approved management, will he
considered. Since the factory has been in
existence over £70,000 has been paid to
gottlers. 3, Assets as per balance sheet dated
31st May, 1923, £17,111. Liabilites taken
over, nil. 4, (a) £8,160; (b} £6,248; (ec)
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£1,280; also stores and sundries, £1,423. No
official valuation has yet bLeen made, The
above figures are based on the company’s
latest balance gheet. 5, Na,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [4.35]: Most
of the members who have spoken have re-
ferred to immigration. The same old ery
that is being raised at present has been
heard ever since this country was first
settled. As long ago as 1820 we had a
visitor to these shores who afterwards wrote
a book. I do not think there are many people
whe have it, or have heard of it, The author
was Dr, Wilson. During his short visit he
found that many of the wrong type of immi-
grants had been seclected for the Swan River
‘‘ineluding lazy, idle, hulking, insolent fel-
lows.’”

Hon. P. Collier: Now we
genesis of the six families, .

Mrs. COWAN: We are told that, so long
ago as 1829, all the land within easy reach
and transport on the Swan and Canning
Rivers had been given away and was not
available for closer settlement. Dr. Wilson
gently suggested that if grants had been
himited to a maximum of one square mile,
things would have been better. Ividently
an enormous acreage had been allotted to
single migrants and the grants were un-
wieldy. The settlers had grievances then
and they were heavy grievances. One was
most vexing; they were taxed for pilot dues,
and as there were no pilots in those days,
it seems that this form of taxation was
somewhat premature. Again, the eivil ser-
vants were aggrieved because they were
not. allowed candles or oil, the Home Gov-
ernment having decided that there were
plenty of whales on the coast and, presum-
ably, the eivil servants could go ocut and
catch one whenever oil was required for the
office tamps. I often wondered why eivil
servants, for many years, worked till omly
4 pm. When we read the carly history, we
realise that it was probably due to this one
of the Government’s petty economies,

Hon. P. Collier: Due to want of light.

Mrs. COWAN: We hear a Jot about the
hardships migrants undergo to-day. I know
they bave to face hardships that many who
come here must find it painful and trying to
meet in our hot climate and must have many
disagreeable expericnces. But these people
do not have to meet real old-fashioned
pioneering difficulties. T should like to
quote from a letter written by my grand-
mother in 1841, in which she informed her
father in England that the new settlers
were pluckily facing plenty of difficulties.
Two of these difficulties our newcomers have
no longer to face. We hear an awful lot
nowadays about the high cost of living.
One of the difficeltics mentioned in the
letter was the high cost of necessaries en-
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iailed by wheat being £1 per bushel and
2s. 6d. for the grinding, and other food
equally dear. Transport from Fremantle to
Fotk in those doys eost £25 per fon, 1
should like our friends of the Country Party

aml of the goldfields to remember that figure

when they are discussing the terrible
freights and fares charged on the railways
to-day.

Mr. Latham: We would readily pay them
to-day if we e¢ould get the same price for
wheat.

Mrs. COWAN: The second ditficulty was
one which newcomers to-day are not ealled
upon to face—the danger from the natives,
In a letter written from ‘‘Grassdale,’’ pear
York, she said—

Mr. Brown has accepted the appoint-
ment of assistant surveyor to the Gov-
ernment . . . . but he will have a most
difficult task to perform, not unattended
with danger. Two soldiers will constantly
attend him fer protection and a civilian
also to take care of baggage, instruments,
ete. In case of any disturbance from the
natives, a detachment of soldiers wonld
have to be sent for from the nearcst
barracks to quell it

The ncarest barracks, so far as T can re-
member, was 60 miles away, and I cannot
imagine any disturbance on the part of the
natives being quelled with satisfaction to
the sufferers after having to send that dis-
tance. But it indieates one of the dangers
with whieh the ecarly pioneers had to con-
tend, and yet we spend a tremendons
amount of, I think, unnecessary sympathy
on thogze who are coming out now, especially
when 'we remember they are of exactly the
same blood as our early pioneers, and will
ultimately make good in just the same
gplendid way. These trials @id not hurt
the early pioncers or their descendants, and
¥ do not think thr lesser trinls of to-day
will hurt the neweomers, though 1 do wish
to see everything possible done to belp them
and make the burden easicr for the women
and children. Group settlements are said to
present many hardships nowadays, but those
hardshijs ean be faced and overcome. 1
was greatly interested the other day in a
letter T received from a woman relative,
who s helping her hushand to found a home
on ouc of these blocks. Speaking of the
trials of a woman in a farming distriet, she
said, ¢‘Happy the country and the woman
with no history, but oh, how dull! Do col-
lect all the news youn can for me.’’

Hon. P. Collier: That is a woman all over.

Ars. COWAN: T quite agree, but if it
makes her happy, she is in a better position
to make happy her man when he comes
home to enjoy the good things of the table
that she has prepared for him. There has
been a lot of criticism of the Premier's
defiant optimism in this matier, As a
descendant of one of the early pioneers, T
am ready to stand by the Premier in his
defiant optimism, or by any other person
at the head of affairs that is desirous
of carrying out a similar policy. There
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can be no question about that poliey
being the right one. Even the Leader of
the Opposition, I think, does not really feel
ail that he says, if one is to judge by the
glint of his eye. T believe that if he were
in. the same position as the Premier, he would
have a certain defiant optimism on this ques-
tion of immigration, just as the Premier of
Queensland has. When listening to the eriti
cism of the memher for Katanning (Mr. A.
Thomson)} and also that of the member for
Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson), which were not
nearly so constructive as they might have been,
I thought that possibly it was a case of
‘‘Bave me from my friends.’’ 1If those two
lion, members really support the immigration
jolicy, why not help us by bringing to bear
or the problem all the construetive wisdom at
their command? Let the whole Hounse join
hands in an endeavour to do everything pos-
sible to make this country what it should be.
T feel that we shall survive these troubles
just as the settlers of 1828 and 1843 sur-
vived theirs. We reap the results to-day in
a huilding where we have the liues of gov-
ernment and law.anaking laid down as those
early settlers eould never have imagined in
their wildest dreams. Thkerefore I do not
think ‘“we need be as pessimistie as the presi-
dent of the Primary Producers’ Association
somctimes seemy, I have a great admiration
personally for that geatleman.

Hon. P. Collier: Political admiration is
all right, but personal!

Mrs., COWAN: I do not think anybody
has the right to go on posing as the ‘guide,
rhilosopher, and friend’’ of the community
generally uwnless he is prepared to stand up
to eriticiam, unless he is prepared to come out
fairly into the open and stand for Parlia-
ment and let ns know what he really does
think, so giving us the opportunity, if we
think it desirable, to take him as our guide,
philosopher, and friend, T gpeak feelingly
on this subjeet, hecause one of the reasons
why T nyself am in this 1Touse is that T
perhaps have been to some extent the guide,
philosopher, and friend of other women.
When invited te stand for this Parliament,
I therefore had to stand, though I never
thorght of so doing, and never expected to
be here, It is a much nicer rdle to keep in
the hackground and pull the strings and
direet -other people what to do, in fact to he
the power hehind the threne, than to stand
up here and be the target of ali sections of the
community. Therefore [ think we onght to
have a constructive poliey from the president
of the Primary Produvcers’ Association. Let
him come right out and enter the next Par-
lament and give us his views here. Perhaps
I shall not be here to listen to them, but T
can learn from ovtside what they are. Then
tle president of the Primary Producers’ As-
sociafion will learn what are the difficulties
to be encountered when he tries to convince
other people.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Don’t vou think he
weonld lose his power if he came here?

Mis. COWAXN: I am not going into that
side of the question. That is not my business.



188

But T know that everybody who comes here
learns a good deal if he has any sense, and
for one t“ing learns to be balameed. During
the last few days we have heard a good deal
about the wages given to new settlers. T
hove had a good -many letters from various
wigrants, women as well as men, and have
uot had any complaints with regard to the
wages paid. A man told me that he gave up
his job deliberately, although he was quite
contented and happy in it, beeause he wanted
to do something else. This also has not been
satisfactory, and he is now ancmployed. He
was getting £3 a week and his keep. There-
fore T can confirm the statements of the
menber for York (Mr. Latham) as to wages
paid to new arrivals.

Alr. Corboy: VYou say it is all correct be-
cause of oue case.

The Colonial Secretary: The member for
York quoted several cases.

Mrs, COWAN: I support the Premier’s
policy beenunse it is the only one before ug
at present. I do hope the Government will
de something in the matter of an agrieultural
college. Such a college would afford sensible
and practieal training for youngz men who
wish to gnin a knowledge of agriculture in
different centres, sceing- that we have en-
tirely different types of soil and even of
climate to deal with in the tremendous area
of this State, T hope we shall not have any
opposition in this respeet from other sections
of the community. The ‘*Sunday Timea’’
puts the ease for an agricultural college re-
markably well—

We have cologsal problems to selve, agri-
cultural and pastoral, and yet the Agrievl-
tural Department have  smaller vote and
a smaller staff than that of any other
mainland State. Out of the total produe-
tion of nearlty 23 millions sterling, these
two industries, agrienltural and pastoral,
yield upwards of 14 millions, while mining
grives us very little more than threec mil-
lions.

We want to do a fair thing to all, and T
think we should not hear quite such bitter
animaesity as we do from time to time, from
people who seem to think that when a little
money is spent in one divection it is fome-
thing that another scction are robbed of.
Jt iz a great pity that that spirit should
come in, heeanse logieally industries that
bring us in 34 millions deserve more con-
sideration than those that bring uns in the
Yesser amount. I am sorry that the Premier,
when speaking the other day, made no men-
tion of the splendid work which has heen
done by the Women’s Tmmigration Avxiliary
"ouneil, a hodv that was formed a little more
than 12 months ago, T know that he does
appreeiate their work, and that he recognises
their assistance a3 being very valuable. I
¢id hope that T, ns the only wonian here, would
net have to allude to that work, or bring it
forward in any way: but T have come to the
conelusion that it 1s not altogether wise to
allow the women's side of the work of this
community ta be always hidden, as with the
light, onder a bushel. Tt is a body compris-

| ASSEMBLY ]

ing 100 women who are accepted hy the Gov-
ernment as an auxiliary couneil. Tt consists
aof sub-commitices, who meet women from
Home on their arrival here, give them advice,
visit them if they are in hospital, anrl look
atter them in many ways. I have lieve a
letter which is quite interesting to quote,
especially in view of what the Leader of the
Opposition has said regarding the pelitieal
work of the women of the eommunity being
greatly appreciated. The letter says—

On hehalf of the settlers on the above
group (No. 3, Manjimup), [ desire to
thank youn amd yonr council most sincerely
for the kind thought in sending along
hundles of reading matter, T ean assore
you that vour action and interesf are
groatly  appreeiated, especinlly  hy  the
womenfolk, severnt of whom are by them-
selves ail day, while the children are at
sehool and hushands at work. T must thank
yon myself also, since the hooks and papers
help to make the people more happy. and
a happy group is a contented group, and
a happy, eontented group is a joy te yours
faithfnlly.

That is a preat trilbute to the work of the
women, and all the other committees have
similar testimonials.  The council is also
laoking after the women in the home and
taking them to picture shows and giving
them  enfertainments.  We are ulso taking
them to private houses, where they ire niet
in the right way, and given the right kind of
social welcome. If similar action is taken
in every direction, something can be accom-
plished in making them feel at home. T
wauld like to thank the Premier for sending
a most 4lelightful message to the Women's
Migration Auxilinry Committee, which was
given them vesterday, and whieh T efan assore
the Premier was mueh appreeiated. He will
probably sce references to it in the DPress
Iater on. There is another matter T wish to
touch on, and 1t its that the Government
are considering the nceessity for attend-
ing to the ¢ivil serviee prade inerenses, I am
very glad to know this, and I trust that
something really definite is going to be done
at last. It is only a fair thing for those
preople, who have been all these xears kept
in suspense hy one Government amd another
Government, and by one Commissioner and
another Commissioner, until they do not <now
where they are,

Mr, Corboy: 1t
promise.

Mrs. COWAN: T think it will be a very
wise and right thing to grant those inereases.
The civil servants should he given the fair
and just consideration to which they are en-
titted. We should remember in this House
that the civil servants are a deeided asset to
thie community in every respeet. One thing
to their crodit is that they were the first body
of preople in this State to start vocational
training for the soldiers, and thal they found
meaus ta provide {or the work some consider-
able time hefore it was talen over hy others,
That stands greatly to their eredit.  Again,
it was the eivil scrvants who ereated the qis-

is a pre-election half-
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tress foad which was sueh a valuable organi-
sation during the war, and the work of whicke
wias so dwirable,  Throngh the agency of
the Nativial gl of Wolici the most
valvable assistance was rendered by them in
the distress which existed on the land during
the war, So slat all sections of the com-
munity have a right to feel grateful for what
was done hy them. b oalvways depreente very
strongly, | erhaps owing to my being (he wife
of a eivil servant who was 530 vears in the
service, when [ bear irom tinwe to time the
carping criticism cast on that body of wen
and women by some members of this Iouse,
The civil servants are. as regards the main
body, therouyhly straightforward and able
men, For that reason I hope that the tone
and attitude te whigh 1 have referred will
not be  renewed, hecause  sweh statements
are  not  eonducive  to  making  the eivil
servants o their very best by the com-
munity,  especially when  ihis, the highest
Dody  m the  laml, never gives them
a4 note or A word  of  appreciation.
T notieed with pleasure that the Government
propose to creet a mental detention ward,
though 1 o not altogether apree with fhe
site which has been chosen at Point Resoiu-

tion. 1 am glad that the Government have
realised the absolute necessity for such a
ward. Al those of us who are members of

the Haospital Board recognise the importance
of having such a ward and are glad that the
Government have at last made a definite
move. The women’s bodies who are doing
active work in various humane directions ap-
preciate the attitude of the Colonial Secre-
tary towards these wquestions. He is follow-
ing admirably in the footsteps of his prede-
cessor, the member for Beverley (Mr. Broun),
who displayed a very live interest in these
matters. Of course it was pot always his fault
that he was not able to do everything that
he woulit bave desirel, and we therefore can-
not holl Mr. Brenn responsible for the fact
that the wental detention ward is still where
we find it to-day. | would, however, urge on
the Government to reconsiler the gquestion
of site. T doubf whether Peint Resolution is
the best that eould he chosen on which to
erect the ward. Az a woman 1 deprecate
strongly the taking away of valuable river
sites of this description from public use. The
picked positions on the river should he re-
tained for the benefit of the community,
where the people may indulge in sports and
e:‘.joy freodom on their ho]idnys.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: The experis recom-
mended a river site.

Mrs. COWAN: Quite so. but there are
other river sites which would not’ interfere
with the rights of the people, anid which wounld
be just as suitable as that at Voint Resolu-
tion. Of course 1 am nmot an expert. and
perbaps [ have no right to eriticire the
opinions of experts, hut while thex mas theo-
retically know what is Rest, they are not al-
ways infailible in such matters. We have
many miles of river frontage from the Upper
Swan reaches away down to Fremantle, and
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surely it ougit fo be possible to select o posi-
tion on which to ereet the ward without vans-
ing inconveniuee to the connmanity and inter-
fering with its rights.  Our reserves, vspicel-
aliv those with river frontages, shonld, in my
opinion, be ket for the peopls, for all tiwe.

Ton, W, ¢, Aug - in: You realive that this
is not to be an asyhow: it is to be a deten-
tion waril,

Mrs, COWANX: 1 realise that, bat we must
ot forget that in such a ward we frequently
get a orisky type of patient.

Hon, W, €°, Anewin: Not in auel a0 ward.

Mrs. COWAN: Oh yes. TIf we are to
place a meutal ward in the vieipity of a
winall settled community, our action will not

e comdueive io the yeaee of mind of the
retidents of the Iocality,
The (olominl Seeretary: Noo person who

has been vertificd to be insane will be received
there.

Mry. COWAN: Bt thuse peopie are often
really insane and 3t s pot until they have
Iwen treated at the ward ahd it is Fownd they
are netpally meatal that they are sent away,
They way often Le incipiently insane when
received there.

Hon., W, (' Angwin:
much for these peopsle.

Mrs. COWAN: 1 agree and am glad fo
know that the Colonial Sceretary is showing
sympathetic consvleration for these whe are
permanent imaaies of the Hospital for the
Insane, and especially for those who have
fucid intervals, It is sadd to know that these
people have often heen detnined in the ordin-
ary guarters 2t the asyhan. amd have not heen
given many oi thoze litth extras which might
have dene mnch towards mitigatioe  their
diffiendt conditions. [ hope what the Min.
ister proapeses to Jdo will Jead (o good results,
for we need to do more for these cnses.

The Colonial Scerctary: [ hope members
will not ston me from Joing what is hest.

Mr. Maun: Don't be stopped.

Mrs, COWAN: [ wish o aav o few words
on the housing question.  We have been fold
that it is the imtention of the Government to
present this zession n Town Planning Bill.
I hope that they will not again fzil in this
direction amld that we shall be able to do

Yot eannet do teo

something more dn connection with town
planning  than  has  been done  in the
past.  Until we adept a2 scheme of  this

deseription, s vell as a different method
of taxation, it will le impossible 1w do
what the hest anthorities sepgest. It would
certainly be wise to allaw the lacal bodies the
ortion of taxing on the mproved or unim-
proved vahe, so long as there was unifnrmity.
T some districts taxatfon is leviol in one way
and in others in a different wav. Uniformity
wonld help ransiderably to establish the <ue-
coas of town planning proposals. We shauld
realise how short we are of houses, an] at-
teption aught to he given to whaf is being
done in the other States. Tt is eertxinly time
that we hore Jdid maore than we are actunlly
doing. I wonld like to see the Workers” Homes
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Act made to apply to the metropolitan area,
and at the same time to see the Government
adopt a scheme on the lines of that in force in
Queensland by whieh it would be possible to
provide houses for people earning incomes ot
not, more than £160 to £200 per annum, and
thus enable those people to purchase their
howes in from 13 to 20 vears. The cost of
fueh liomes need not be more than, say, £450.

Capt. Carter: What sort of houses would

they be.
Mrs. COWAN: They would be constructed
of wood. We know it weuld not be possible

to build a house of briek and mortar for that
price.  In Queensland there is not muech to be
seen in the way of bricks or stone. 1 am glad
to learn that the Minister for Railways has
decided that he will endeavour to do some-
thing in the direetion of reducing railway and
tramway fares, and that he proposes to give
consideration in this respect to married men
and school! ehildren. That will mean that it
will be possible to bring into being better
housing schemes, and we shall no longer have
the spectacle which exists to-day of so many
people being crowded together in premises that
were never intended to accommodate so many.
There is far too mueh of thai sort of thing
going on to-day as pecople cannot afford to
pay 30s. a week for four-roomed houses, some
of which are without anything in the ghape of
conveniences. It is time that serious con-
cideration wasz given to thia problem, and
therefore one is glad to know the Government
are serious in respect of town plunning pro-
posals. The result cannot be otherwise than
good. ) thank the Premier oun behalf of the
women of the community, and the men, too,
for that matter—the subject is just as im-
pertant for the men as it is for the women—
for having granted to us the small sum of
£200 with which to start baby health centres.
No more important work than that can be
undertaken in a community, aud it has been a.
great surprise to us that no Gevernment in the
past has attempted to do anything in this
direction. The importance of protecting child
life cannot he over estimated, especially when
we find that in Western Australia the death
rate i9 78.26 per thousand while in Queens-
land it is 54.16, The reason for the compara-
tively loew rate in Queensland, as well as the
lower rate than ours in most of the other
Btnties, is that the Governments in otber paris
of Australia realise the need for spending
money in the direction of saving child life. 1
hace information which fells me that in Bris-
bane, for instance, maternity training schools
for nursea arc heing established, They have
in that city four baby clinics, while there are
six in outside centres, and all are maintained
entirely by the Government. Then again we
find that in Sydoey, Government assistance
for the past three years has been given to the
Royal Socicty for the Welfare of Mothers, and
gpecial baby grants have been made. Towards
the creetion of buildings no less a sam than
£5615 has been granted. For the year ended
June last the amount spent on baby clinics
was £30,718, on salaries £4,138 and on eon-
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tingencies £14,021. These fgures are exclu-
sive of subsidies and special grants to various
institutions for the treatment and care of
children and are alse exclusive of the ex-
penditure on the State Childrens’ Reliet De-
partment, When Western Australin approaches
the stage arrived at in New South Wales we
ghall he in a very much better position than
we are in now. We have Lwo asgociations here
who have started the clinies and the Govern-
ment, a8 J have said, have heiped us with a
grant of £200 a year—while the municipality
yives £200 and £100 comes from each associa-
tion, thus making the total amount required.
We hope to see this sum of money grow
yearly and it is our wish that the Govern-
ment will realise the great importance of the
work being undertaken, and will put on the
Estimates the sum of at least £1,000 to cn-
able us to carry on the work in other towns
and in the country distriets, Those who are
living at the group settlements need assist-
ance in this way, Training should he given to
the mothers regarding the health of infants
and how to keep them healthy, Only the other
day a telegran received from the Commigsioner
of Henlth in Brisbane was to the effeet that
the expenditure in that State last year in con-
nection with baby clinies was £2,572 and in
addition to that a grant was made by the
Qovernment of £1,200 for the Kindergarten
Arsoviation, while no less than £5,500 was
spent on buildings. This should make the
Government of Western Australia realize our
request is a modest one. All the same we
thank the Premier for having ugreed to give
us this first £200 becanse we realige it
means that  we ean  make a  start.
I' helieve onr health expenditure is actnally
£21016 per annum, although the vote is
£31,071. Tt appears that of that £31,071 ne
less than £8,809 goes to the sanitation of
Government and publie buildings. Sarely
this shonld be eharged to some other vote.
It hardly seems a fair deal to the Health
Deyartment that so change should be made
in that respeet, and that it should not be
possible to aliow the department that full
amount of £31,071 unhampered in any way.
Some {urther allowance ought to be made to
the Health Department, because the preseit
position is most misleading to the public.
Lately T have been approached by several
people on the subject of undesirable hooks
and picture postcards—I am not referring to
the cinema pictures. The books and picture
cards complained of are distinctly ef an im-
moral tone, and verge on the indecent. We
have an Act (Ed. VII,, No. 14) under which
one would imagine that cverything could be
done, However, T find it is extremely diffi-
cult to deal with these undesirable produe-
tions. I spoke to the Commissioner of Police
and asked whether he could not take aetion.
He admitted that these books and pictures
had a very bad effect, but it seems there is
very little he can do. Surely something
could be done! 1f the Government cannot
deal with the matter satisfactorily under the
Act on the statute-book, T want to Enow
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why they cannot take other steps, perhaps
give us a board of censors.

Mz, Mann: Can it not be dealt with in the
courts?

Mrs. COWAN: No, because the juries re-
fuse to regard these books and picture curds
as bLeing vicious, Of course, when we have
already vitiated the moral tone of the peo-
ple, we cannot expect them to say that a
thing is harmful to the younger members
of the community. TYet we know that these
pieture cards and books are harmful, angd,
without being the least bit of a wowser, 1
cannot imagine any hon. member thinking
that nothing should be done to check this
evil, If we cannot do it on the existing
laws, we should have a board of consors.
Jt would be more effective than trial by jury.
I feel sure the Police Department thoroughly
approve of and sympathise with my views in
this respect. I should like to say a word in
regard to what has been said about local manu-
facture of pipes for the water suppiy ex-
tension. I entirely agree with the remarks
made by the member for Perth (Mr. Mann)
the other day, and hope that every possible
eonsideration will be given to the local ten-
derers, and that the Government will not
even attempt to put up any sort of machinery
or plant with a view to having the pipes made
departmentalty. It is o mistake for us to
o on tinkering with these things in that way,
I listened to the debate in the House last
yrar, when a good deal was said about the
State Trading Concerns. I then came to the
conclugion that the more we did to assist
private enterprise, the better. Some hon.
members wanted to do away with one thing,
while others wished to see the last of another.
None seemed to consider the question of
principle, nor could bon. members make up
their minds to trust the Government to deal
with these things. However, I think we can
trust the Government, and therefore I am
opposed to the .setiing up of another expen-
sive plant in order that the Government
might do this work themselves, to the detri-
ment of private enterprise.  We ought to
learn a lesson from what was gaid in the
Eastern States the other day in respect of
the fruit pool. We should profit by such
lessons more than we seem ready to do.

Mr. E, H. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.20}:
I think everybody who listened fo the Gov-
ernor’s Speech a fortnight ago was delighted
that it should have been delivered by the
present occupant of Government House.
Numbers of people were afraid that when His
Excellency reached Home, family ties and
past asseciations probably would induce him
to remain there. We are fortunate in having
him back here. We should be grateful to
him for the good work he did in Englard,
and also for the keen interest he has taken in
vigiting all parts of the State and making
himself acquainted with the conditions of the
people over whom he presides as the King’s
representative. I am pleased that during the
tecess a number of members of the Assembly,
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including yourself, Sir, were able to visit
the Norih-West.

Mr. Clydesdale: And see the bananas.

Mr, ANGELO: T have had sevoral lstiera
from my electors expressing tbeir pleasure at
baving had the Speaker, the Lrader of the
Opposition, the Deputy Leader, and other
members of the Assembly in their midst. In
addition te the trip which you, Sir, took, the
members for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) and
for Guildford (Mr, Davies) werce able to
vigit the North on other oceasions. These
visits encourage the people of the North and
give them confidence that members of Parlia-
ment have their interests at heart. Also such
visits enable members to learn from personal
ohservation some of the conditions which the
people of the North have to encounter as the
result of their distance from the capital, in
the same way as we all suffer through our re-
moteness from the Federal capital. The mem-
bers of your party, Sir, also visited a portion
of the Far East, and, no doubt, you are now
able to appreciate to an even greater extent
than befere the menace of the Asiatic races
to the North of our State. Wo have been
toid by military experts that the next
war

Mr. Marshali: Where are you getting to
now? We were told that the last war was
to stop war,

Mr. ANGELO: We have been told that
the war centre will shift from the Atlantic
to the Pacific. We see those predictions
materialising in the huge cxpenditure about
to be made on the naval base at Singapore.
Tt brings us to the fact that wathin
a few days’ sail of our northern shores we
have a thousand million coloured people in-
ereasing at the rate of five millions per
anpum,

Mr. Marshall: Are yon in favour of cut-
ting up the pastoral leases with a view to
expediting the peopling of the North?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. members who
made that trip will now he able to realise
the trath of the late Liord Northcote’s utter-
ance when he said that a person standing on
our northern shores could almost smell the
East on the spice-laden breezes that blow
from the mnorth.

Hon, P, Collier: But you advocate the
bringing in of coloured labour.

Mr. ANGELO: Recently the c¢aptain of
the ¢‘Bambra’’ to)d me that on several ocea-
sions he had seen pearling luggers belonging
to Malays, and also small dhows, trespass-
ing and poaching on our coast,

Mr. Marshall: They are British subjects.
So is the Chow of Hong Kong.

Mr. ANGELQ: Also many of our guano
islands are being depleted by those same
pirates. That alone should sbow how
close is this menate to us. Therefore it
behoves us when speaking of population to
consider what portion of the continest shonld
first be peopled. We have embarked on
this huge immigration scheme. What were
the reasons advanced for the schemet 'The
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Premier has fold us, and every hon. member
who has spoxen hus agreed, that the scheme
has oeen Iaunched with a view to populating
the emply spuces of Western Australia, prin-
cipally from a duvfence point of view, That
being so, where is the most vulnerable part of
Vwestern Australia?  Of course it is in the
NXonli-West, Therefore, if we arc going to
popuilate Western Australia, surely we should
start af that part where population is most
needed for ihe purposes of defenee.

Hon. P. Collicr: What is the use of talk-
ing of populuting the North when it is
umiler pastoritl lease for the next 40 years?

Mr. Lambert: It is sheer hyprocrisy.

Hon, P. Collivy: Tt makes one sick. We
know how you voted on the 40 years lease
Praposition.

Jir. ANGELO:
thar time,

Jion. i, Collier:
quent amendinents,
risy,

Mr. ANGELO: When in Queensland I nade
inquiries and found that every effort is there
being made to phliee the migrauts in those
areas waoieh lLipve the sume Iatifude as our
Xarth-West. The Goverument of Queensland
readise that it 18 in the far north that popu-
Iatiun is most needed for defenee,

Mr. Marshall: Did vou find out if the
million-acre poliey is in existence there?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ANGKLO: T am pleased that the Pre-
micr bas ap, ointed Mr. Bwing as Minister
for the North-\West. | have known him for
many years.

Mz, Marshabl:
fion.

Mr. ANCGREIA: He is a gentleman wae will
see that anything he takes in hand is earried
out to the bLest of his ability: but he has a
harl row to hoe.

Mr. Lambert: No doeubt!?

Alr. ANGELO: He is a Sonth-West man
and has been brought vp under South-West
conditions. It will take him some time to
become acquainted with ihe North-West. [
Ffeel certain, Lowever, e will lose neo time
in learning alout it, and will make every
cffort to visif the North-West on every pos-
sihle oceasion. It is necessary to do that be-
fore one ecam realise the problems to be
handied there. Nerth-West memhbers will be
only too pleased fo give him every assistance
aud all {he inrormation at their disposal.
The Speech containg the uwsual reference to
North-West development. The member for Mt,
Maprnet (HMon. M. F. Trox) read it last night.
It i~ very bwiet. Tt says that the developmont
of the Nort: nmwd the North-West continues
tn receive -jecinl constderation and that a
trapieal  agricvitueal  expert has been ap-
pointed, It also says that the Agent General
Designate has heen making inquiries as to
the cotton industry, ete.  Every one of these
8).ceches, to which T have listened for a num-
ber of years, eonfain< the same pious resoln-
fion regarding the North., T did hope the
Premier would have enlarged wupon this

Why, 1 was not here at

Yon have supported subse-
Tt is the greatest hypoe-

That is a good recommenda-
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matter in his speech. All he said coneccra-
ing the North-West was—

FThe North-West is to be develeped. I
kardly know where the people arc to come
from for that part of the State.

That is all the information we have from
the Prewmier ag to how the North-West is to
be developed.

A, Lawmbert:  Burst up the big estates
and employ white -eonle.

Mro ANGELG: If the Premicr had told
us thit we should have had something to go
Ul}h.’ﬂ.

AMr, Corhox:
that?

Mr. ANGERO:  Major Boyd was here a
little while ago. He was sent out by a sum-
ber of I'ndian efficers to inquire into the con-
ditions in Australia, and see what would be
the most favourable part for Indian officers
to settle in, | had a talk with him about the
(ascoyne, and the possibility of settlement
there.  He sall that part of Western Aus-
tealin wonlid be more agrveeable to the wen

Would yon assist him to do

wha lhad livedl for seme vears in tropical
India. | asked him to have a ehat with
Ministers, but cevidently nothing further
trauspired,

Me. Mann:  Hoew are (he settlers in vour
listrict getting along?

Mr. ANGELO: 1 will come fo them.
Preople are leaving the North heepuse there
is no way of embarking upon any other ne-
cupation exeept the p.s[oml industry,

Mr. Corboy:  And that is all locked vp.

Alr. ANGELO: T am dealing with tha
statement of the I'remier that he does not
know where the peopie are to come from to
porwlate tlie Norvth. T have known people
come from Queensland to inguire into the
conditions el the North, but they had to go

away Dbecause they enuldl not get ianmd. To-
day there are people liere who have breen
aveustamod  to tropical  agriculture and
who are willing to go XNorth, but ihey
have wvot so far beern able to get the
necessary  finaneial assistance  from  the
Guvernment. Ilow is it that Quercnsland
is getting the ripht eclass of people? They

are popnlating the portion of their State
that is in the same latitode as the part of
Western Australin to whieh T refer, and for
whieh the Premicr does not know how he is
moing to get population.

My, Lambert:  Ycu ean put it in one word
—Theodore.

Mr. ANGELO: During the past seven
Years there has been ondy one work of a de-
vielapmenial nature that has been undertaken
in the North-West by o Liberal, Xational

v {puntry  Party  Government., I re-
for to  the Beadon jetty, a lung le-
layed work that has at last been started.

There have been other works of a mainten-
anceg charncter,
The Minister for
fied with the jetty?
Mr, ANGELO: [ am delighted at its hav.
ing been started, but it should have bheen
started 15 vears ago.

Works:” Are you malis-
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Mr. Lambert: You have had the Carnar-
von freezing works,

Mr. ANGELO: That is a privafe, not a
Government concern.

The Minister for Works:
Wyndham Meat Works?

Mr. Lamliert: T think the Government are
first mortgugees of the Caraarvon works.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes,

The Minister for Works:
the various water works?

Mr. ANGELO: Surely these are works of a
maintenance character, There is nothing new
in water supplies; they must follow the
population. I have no doubt the people will
very quickly pay for their water schemes.

Mr. Lambert: Just as they have paid for
their rubbit-proof fence.

Mr, ANGELO: They are paying for that
in aecordance with the agreement. The hon,
member should make himself more fully ae-
guainted with the position of iAffairs before
he utters such statements. The officers of
the North-West Department dawn here are
deing their ntmost to mive w=atisfaction to

Whai abowi the

What about

the XNorth, The department was created
for & purpose quite different from that
for which it is now being used. It was

created to organise and coutrol the develop-
ment of the North. Unfortunately of late it
has been asked to inke over the functions of
other departments, ruch as the Public Works.
This was not intended in the first instance.
The officers, however, are doing all they can
to carry out the work, bot they can do
nothing of a developmental nature whilst
they are under the domination of an unsym-
pathetic Treasurer. T have known of works,
even maintenance works, being put on the
draft Estimates and a blue pencil run
through them. It is impossible for these im-
porfant and mecessary works to be earried
out if no funds are alloeated.

Mr. Tambert: The Government lave
spent £100,000 in your district that they will
never zet back, and you know it.

Mr. ANGELO: What is that?

Mr. Lambert: In connection with the fish,
eanning, and freezing works. You bhave not
even paid the interest.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ANGETO: The hon. member does not
know what he is talking ahout.

Mr. Lambert: T will ask some questions
aboui the matter on Tuesday.

Mr. ANGELO: T hope the hon. member
will do  so. 1f the Govermment cannot
afford to Adevelop the North, or to vote any
money for important works there, they should
tell the Commonwealth and Imperial Govern-
ments of their inability to do se. It is a
national wnderteking.  The security of Aus-
tralia and the Empire is in a great measure
involved in defending the North, at present
the weakest link in Empire defence. Tt must
be populated, and if Western Australin can-
not do it the Imperial and Commonweslh
Governments should be asked to assist, pes-
sibly ont of their defence votes.

Mr. Lambert:  Would you defend it with
another eomple of freezing works?

M

Mr. ANGELQ: The hon. member nacht
to visit the Nowth for himself. [f the ®Lie
CGovernment can raise a speeial loan for the
North it shorldl b ders ot mye,

Hon. . Collier:  Has not M
tained  £12,000,000?

Mr. ANGELO: [y 100 kuew, hul di e
hag it will be in connection with a o te

AMiles e

enterprise.
ffon. P. Collies: That woui 1 Lelp the
North.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 lope he has it in iis
pocket.  The Government ought to borrow
£2,000,000 to start with for the developmment
of the North, in the same way that a pre-
vious Government borrowed money for the
devetopment of the goldficlds and water sup-
plies.  Any money spent in the North will he
r¢productive, take my word for that, The
North only requires to be opemed up to ve-
turn to the State a greater anmmwunt of moncy
than it is returning to-day.

Me, Marshall: What do you propose’

My, AMGELO: I the Government canbot
help ey shoubl oppeal to the (ommon-
vealth and Jmperial Goveruawents.

Hin. T. Walker: In what way would vou
seit'e now people use thers!

Mr. ANCGELO: | will come to that. [
am in favour of the umigration scheme, 1
wender, however, if we bave not started in
the wreng place. We avght to be placing
these settiers upon arvas from which gquicker
returns can bhe  seeured. dn the warmer
climates of Queensland very much quicker
returne can he obtained from the expenditure
of money than eould be the case in our
southern climates. A larygre proportion of our
seldier scttlement could have been estahlished
in areas frotn which there would be gquicker
returns, Then there is the question of the
work in which the new settlers are engnuoell
Sonte are freit pro ine, sowe ace duirving,
and some are growine veretables,  The mem-
har for Mt Magnet ‘Hon, M. F. Troy) 1e-
luted a sorry story lost night of what iy
kappening in the frnit industry. There is a
comparatively small warket for fruit. I have
known of thorsiends of cases of fruit senr
here to England which have not retaruwed
the  roues any profit, mieh less a return
for their ontlay and work,

Mr, Wilson: 1t is the rame lere.
cammot et the cost of cartage.

Afr. Marshalls Here s the reason why they
e nnot—mi-ldlemen !

My, ANGELO: T sgyes with that, If we
are to incrcus- orr frodt veodoction, we must
lok aranud for a market, and it is question-
able  whether fovonreble markets will be
foumd. Then, as regards the cairving indus-
try, why is it that Australizn buiter is being
seld in England at s ddd, and 1, Gl a 12
Tn faet, an attempt was ma-le to send some
of our hutter Lack to Austrolin from Eng-
land, 1f we produce more than sufficient for
our own requirements, West ra Justralia
nwst look elsewhere to dispose of her pro-
duee, and anotlier marketing difficulty arises.
Wheat, again, is a floctuating commodity, 1

Tf:c}'
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have heard the question raised as to whether
it will become a very profitable undertaking
to grow wheat in the future. Great Britain
furnishes our largest market for these com-
modities, but they get fruit more cheaply
from America than they ean get it from
Australia.

Mr, Lambert: That is absolutely incorrect.
You are talking of somecthing you know no-
thing about.

Mr. ANGELO: I was talking about Iruit,
not wheat. It must Dbe remembered that
wheat is a hard commodity to sell in some
years. There is one preduct, however, that
wr know of in Australia, and especially in
Western Australia, that the world will come
and buy. There is no need whatever for us
to find a market for that preduct, for it is
already available to us. I refer to wool. We
ghould do our utmost to extend the production
of wool. Four or five years ago | was criti-
cised in this Chamber when I suggested that
we should turn Western Australia, as far as
possible, into a huge sheep station, so that
we could prow as many cheep and as much
wool as possible.

The Minister for
sheep and no people.

Mr, ANGELO: Nof at all
mutton was the chief reason for growing
sheep, and wool was the side line. Now the
position is reversed. 1 should like to quote
some figures of the number of sheep carried
in the diffcrent "States. In Vietoria, which
we sometimes compare with our far South-
Wcst, they are earrying 12,100,000 sheep;

New South Wales, which is about the size of
our wheat areas, carries 13,700,000 sheep;
Quecensland, which is abont the size of our
North-West, carries 17,400,000 sheep; South
Australia, 6,300,000; and Western Australia,
6.532,000. The figures, however, are not so
gignificant as those we find when we consider
the number of sheep carried per square mile.

Hon. T. Walker: That is hardly fair to
Western Australia, for here we may be
termed a baby in comparison,

Mr. ANGELG: That is so, and I realise
that Western Australia represents a third of
the Commonwealth, At the same time it inust
be remembered that we started as a colony at
ahout the same time as the Flastern States.

Hon. P. Collier: But it was only when the
migrants came here that the country started
to go ahead.

.Mr. ANGELO: That may he so, hut the fact
remaing that Western Australin is backward,
and T am merely drawing attention to one
way in which we can improve our position.
In Vietoria the number of sheep carried per
square mile is 138.5; in New South Wales,
108.9; Queensland, 253.9; South Australia,
18.7; and Western Australia, 6.7, These
fignres indicate how vory backward we are
regarding the number of shecp carried per
equare mile. T have other figures that are
also important. The wool production of the
world represents 2,608,445,000 lbs. in weight,
and of that total Australin produces
631,290,000 lhs. These figures show that our

Agricultire: Plenty of

Years ago
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sparsely populated Commonwealth produces a
quirter of the wool of the world. When we
come to merine wools we find that Australia
prodnees three-qnarters of the world’s out-
put. We in Western Australia are not doing
our share in that production. That is one
dircetion in which we should endeavour to
in¢rense owr production,

Mr. Richardson: Hew do you propose to
do it?

Mr. ANGELO: T am coming to that.
Pcople sometimes say that there arc no pas-
toral areas available. T am told on good
authority that there is a large avea available
on the table lands of the Kimberleys, [ have
not been there myself,

Mr, Underwoed: But that is all ceccupied.

Mr, ANGELO: But they are not growing
sheop there. There is plenty of land in the
Kimberleys off the table lands where cattle
can be grown. There i8 a very large area
that shonld be growing sheep. The member
for Pilbara (Mr, Underwood) will bear me out
when 1 say that shecp-carrying country in
his district was considerably increased when
the Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway was
construeted. If we in the Gascoyne could
only have the railway constructed from Car-
narvon to the Junetion, it would open up
millions of acres of ecountry capable of earry-
ing sheap. At present the land therc is too
far from the port to cart the woal. I went
over portion of this country two monthy
ago and for mile after mile I passed through
nagnificent sheep country, All that is there
at present represents a few hundred head of
cattle.  Even the people there nre disap-
pointed with the existing state of affairs.
They realise that the country would ecarry
sheep, but distance from port prevcuts them
from geing in for the wool growing industry.
When the railway is constructed the indwostry
will become possible.  Qificial reports elaim
that the railway is not warrantcd from the
point of view of earniugs, although they say
it may be warranted from the developmental
aspect. The officials base their calculation
on a return of 6d. per ton per mile. Our
pastoralists are paying 1s. 3d. per ton per
wile for the conveyance of their produncts
unow, and they would be prepared to pay 1s.
per ton per mile by rail vatil sueh time as the
iine hecame a paying proposition, When
that stage was reached they would be centitled
to a reduction. It has hecn spid that the
pastoralists would not agree to such a charge,
but I have an assurance that they would be
agreeable fo that payment.  Mention has
been made of Mr, Miles, M.L.C,, and his mis-
sion to London. The seheme he advoeated
has for its object the opening up of 32 mil-
lion acres of country, and the seheme is a

good one.

The Minister for Agriculture: 'Where is
that land?

Mr, ANGELO: East of Carnarvon, ex-

tending along the upper reaches of the Gas-
covne River and its tributaries.

Mr. Lamhert: Practieally all of that is
settled.
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Mr, Marshall: About eight million acres
have heen taken up.

Mr. ANGETLO: That is eight million acres
out of the 32 millions. Of the eight millions
I gnarantea that enly bwo million acres are
carrving sheep. The rest of the country is
carrying cattle, although it is all good sheep
country, If the ranges and the poor eountry
included in that aren were set down at 25
yer cent,, it would still icave 24 million acres
avatlable.

The Minister for Agriculture: YWhat areas
would be required,

Mr. ANGELO: That is a2 matter that will
lave te be goue into. T am just indicating
where the available pastoral areas are located.

Mr. Marshall: But they are all taken up.

Mr. Lambert: What do they want the Gov-
ernment to do regarding the eight million
acres already taken up?

Mr, ANGELG: Turing a recent visit to
the wheat areas, especially around Merredin
and Bruee Rock, T was surprised to see the
huge amount of stubble that had to be burned
off each yeur. All that country there would
carry sheep well. When I was travelling from
Adelaide to Port Augusta, I was struck by the
fact that almost every alternage paddock as
far north as Quorn was under wheat, the
other paddocks having sheep running over
them. The settlers there are doing very well
with mixed farming. That is another way we
could advance our interests in Western Aus-
tralia, for we eonld turn the stubble and grass
now going to waste, into sheep and thus into
wool. The Government shoulil assist people
by providing feneing wire and windmills as
well as other mecessaries. Good water is gh-
tainable in the areas T refer to and that has
heen fully cstablished.

Mr, Lambert: What about the primary pro-
ducers’ bank? This work was to be one of
the ohjeets of that institution.

Mr. ANGET.0: When the bank is estab-
lished, we will do our share,

Mr. Lambert: You will not give them a
penny, and you know it! You will do them
for their eapital?

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

Mr. ANGELO: This is a matter the
Government  should  econsider  seriously.
The Government should also consider the
advisability of purchasing breeding ewes
and making them available to the farmers.
America that ear compete with us in almost
everything is sending to Australia and pay-
iog 2s. 6d. a pound for our wool which, after
being freighted to America, has to bear a
duty of 1s. 3d. per pound. If the Americans
can afford to de this, it is proof that they
must have our wool.

Hon. T. Walker: Is not that sufficient in-
dueement to produce it?

Mr, ANGELO: It is, but the Government,
instead of turning their attention to the
growing of more fruit, of which we have a
surplus whiebh it is difficult to market, and
to the raising of dairy products, the market
for which fuctuates so greatly——

Mr. Lambert: We are importing a lot,
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Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but when we are able
to supply our own requirements, the produe-
tion of wool will pay much better. There-
fore our ehief epergy should be diverted to
producing more woal. Instead of the slogan
‘‘Produce, produce, produce,”’ let us adopt,
“Wool, wool, wool.’”

Mr. Marshall: The other
‘“Water, water, water.’’

My, ANGELO: Reference has been made
to the question of subdividing pastoral areas.
I am not in favour of repudiating existing
contracts, but there are other ways by
which the objeet of members can be
attained. Most of the stations bave beep
held by men who went to the North as lada
and spent most of their lives battling, until
recently, against extréemely adverse con-
ditions.

Mr. Lambert: Cannot you shed a tear or
two g

Mr. ANGELO: They had to contend with
low prices for their meat and wool and with
very poor facilities for getting their pro-
duce to a port. Mr. Bush on one occasion
went to Dalgety’s and asked them to relieve
him as he could carry on no longer. That
man suffered hardship decade after deeade,
but eventually he pulled through and made
good, Would anyone deprive of hia station
a man who had worked so hard and spent
three-fourths of bis life in this pioneering
work? There are other ways of fulfilling
our desires.

Mr. Munsie: What are they?

Mr. ANGELQ: Over a dozen stations in
my district have changed hands during the
last 12 months. Two years ago I suggested
that the Government should amend the Land
Act so that any person desirous of selling
his station must give the Goverument the
first option. When a man notified his inten-
tionn of selling he should receive no further
consideration, his object being to get out of the
industry. The idea was to let him bhave his
price, but lie should give the Government a
two months’ option. It would be necessary
to provide that he should not ask of the
Government more thay he would be pre-
pared to aceept from a private buyer,

Mr, Lambert: Not more than he was pre-
pared to pay taxation on. That is the game.

Mr. ANGELQ: The Government, having
the re-appraiscment values, could immed:-
ately subdivide the country op paper and
advertise for tenders for the various por-
tions of the station. If the station c¢om-
prised a million acres, it could be subdivided
into ten stations and a proportion of the
stock delivered on each.

Mr. Lambert: Your economies resemble
Brewster’s millions,

Mr. ANGELO: If the teaders received
equalled the total asked by the vendor, the
sale could take place. If the apgregate was
less, the vendor and tenderers could meet
and discuss the matter and in almost every
case a sale would be effected. If that had
been done in my district, we might have
had 40 stations in place of the 12 which
have recently changed hands.

night it was



196

Mr, Chesson: And they might have been
in the hands of one man.

Mr. ANGELO : That could be guarded
agninst. A homestead and staff would have
been required for each and we should
probably have had 30 more homesteads and
300 or 400 additional people. Whern a
big station is offered for sale, only about
half o dozen people in the State wounld
be able to buy it. If it were ecuf
into six or seven areas, perhaps 100 people
would be in a position to purchase, There
are numbers of young men scrving an ap-
prenticeship as  jackeroos, overseers, and
foremen, learning the pastoral industry in
the hope of getting heldings of their own.
Thev cannot find areas, The stations are
snapped up by big people who have the
mouney.

Mr. Lambert: Ts that right?

My. ANGELO: T regret it.

Ay, Lambert: Will you try to remedy it%

Me. ANGELO: T am suggesting how to
remedy it.

My, Lambert: We¢ do not want fantastie
ideas.

AMr. ANGELO: There ias nothing fantastic
about my proposal. We might have had 40
more stations in my distriet and this ¢ould
have been brought about without deing any-
thing in the nature of repudiation. Of
course anything savouring of repudiation
would affeet our relations with the financial
houses in the Old Covntry that have so ahly
assisted the pastoral indusiry in the past.

Mr. Lambert: Can you persuade the pri-
mary producers to take over the freezing
works at Carnarvon?

Mr. ANGELQ: The stocking clanses are
a little too liberal. A man ean hold a big
pareel of iand by rumning a comparatively
few head of stoek.

The Minister for Agriculture: Secason in
and scason out, are thev too liberal?

Ar. ANGELO: Yes, they should be made
more vigid. A pastoralist should be com.
pelled to use every acre he possibly can,
Somyg stations have 100,000 acres of country
more than has ever been used.

Mr., Lambert: Would you support a
motion directing the Government to rigidly
enforce the stocking clauses®

Mr. ANGELO: Yes.

Mr. Lambert: T shall give you an oppor-
tunity.

The Minister for Agriculiure: Have ¥ou
considered dronght conditions?

Mr. ANGELO: I am of opimion that the
stocking conditions could be made more
rigid. Big tracts of country are being held
by men who are running a few head of
stock.

My, Marshall: Are not they in a happy
position if they ean finanece their holdings
under such conditions?

Mr. ANGELO: ©Perhaps they are
holding on in the hope of semecthing
turning up. The #improvement eonditions
might to be brought up to date. These
alse should be made more rigid.  The
paddocks on 2 majority of stations are too
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big and the water supplies too few. Half
the areas in these paddocks are still in their
virgin state.

Mr. Marshall: I would not support you im
that because people cannot afford to do it

Mr. ANGELQ: Then why have the land
lying idle? Why not require them to im-
prove the aren ther can Landle, and let some-
one else have the rest? These are methods
whereby a larger number of people can be-
come interested in the pastomal industry,
which undoubtedly is the best industry in the
Statc that ecan be embarked upon. I hope
the Government will consider my suggestion.
If they do, T feel sure they will think well
of it. The reason I am anxicus to see the
industry encouraged is beeause of the desir-
ableness of growing a produvet that can be
marketed without frouble and without cx-
pense,  Buyers will come here and purchase
our wool and ship it away, so why not pro-
duee woot for all we are worth? At onae
period we had over seven million sheep in
the State.  Our flocks number six millions
now. We ought to aim at getting 16 million,
I am pleased with the good work the Min-
ister for Agriculture has dene in striving
to reach the 25 million bushiel mark in wheat
production. I should like to see our flocks
raised to 16 million sheep before another
decade has passed. However, it will ba of
no use thinking of increasing our flocks un-
less the nrens are made accessible, and
unless the wheat farmers are nssisted to carry
sheep.  They can be assisted by providing
plenty of feneing wire and plenty of wind-
mills. T regret thal ne mention was made
in the Governor’s Speech of legislation tfo
ecombat the dingo and fox pest. The Min-
ister promised te introduee a Bill last ses-
gion, but it did not eventnate. I hope this
gession will not close without a comprehen-
sive mensure applying to the whole of the
Stnte being passed.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yon cannot
destroy these pests by legislation.

Mr. ANCELO: But if we have legisla-
tion, funds ean be raised, partly by the pas-
toralist and the farmer and subsidised by the
Government, and them a erusade can he
iaunched agninst these pests. If these pests
are net combated, the outcome will be the
destruction of our chief industry, In Adel-
nide T was the guest of Mr. Mills, one of the
leading sheep brozders there. To his home,
which is just seven miles from the G.P.O.,
he took 50 fowls, and in three months the
foxes had aecounted for all except two. That
shows how serious the pest is cven so close
to the South Australian metropolis.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.an.

Mr. ANGELO: When T was in Adcelaide
1 fonnd that foxes were slaughtering poultry
within seven miles of the Genoral Post Office.
Major Kiug, who was here, told me the ather
day that two or three vears ago he purchased
a property within 100 miles of Sydnev in
order to breed lambs for the fat market. He
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saisl she foxes were so bad that e could ounly
get about 20 per cent. of fat Jambs, He
told me the foxes came round when the lambs
were small, placed their feet upon them, and
when the lamba oprnad their mouths to bleat
ate their tongues, and left them to die of
starvation. Foxes will become a  terrible
men:ce in this State if they are allowed to
breed. The Press informs us that foxes are
muking fheir appearance along the Woungan
Hilis line. When [ was in the Gascoyne
about two months ago I was told at nearly
every station of the ravages of dingoes.
They seem to be vowming in pucks. Strong
measures will have to be taken against them,
otherwise the pastoral industry will be ruined.
Tt 3« alre-nly being seriously affected.  We
are *oll that dingees are becoming  very
numerous on the Midland line and also in the
Hunth-West,  Fven in the Kimberleys they are
attuvuing calves amd beeaming a nuisanee.

Mr., Marshall: Are they real dingoes?

My, ANGELO: Not all. [ understand the
worst type of dog is the half-hreed.

My, Marshall: The aborigines are rvespon-
sible for them. ]

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, In addition to legis-
lation enabling the nutherities to destroy din-
goes, we should lave a weasure to prevent
aborigines from keeping dogs. At one time
it was necessary to allow the natives to keep
dogs so ihat they might get food for the
gupport of themselves and families. .

Mr. Marshall: Who gave the first aborig-
inal his first dog?

M., ANGELO: 1 do not know. The half-
breed degs have Leen accustomed to human
beings and are more daring than the wild
dogs. I was told on one station that two
dogs came within 100 yards of the house, and
that ene of them was shot froumn the verandah.
Thie will show how daring they are.
The:e have been several interjections this
evening concerning the unsatisfactory state
of the meat works at Carmarvon. When the
pastoralists of the Gascoyne eonsidered it ad-
visable to erect meat works thev arked the

Government if some of their oflicers, who were,

acquainted with meat werks, could be allowed
to visit the locality and furnish a report. Mr.
Dalton, who was then manager of the Wynd-
ham Meat \Works, and Mr. Tindale, the En-
gineer for the North-West, were sent to Uar-
narvon. They selected a site and, after mak-
ing exhaustive inquirics as to the nunber of
stoek, ete., available for the works, 'the_\' pro-
pesed in their report that works costing about
£30,000 should be erceted. In the report the
neressity for deeper waters at the jetty was
strezsed.  Jt was pointed out that the depth
of water was insufficient for overseas vesgeld if
they desired to come alongside the jetty, and
that later on it would be necessarv either to
extend the jettr or deepen the water. The
officers in question also pointed out the ncces-

sity for opeaning up a route to get
sheep (o the works. On the strength
of the vreport the pastoralista of the

digtriet formed a company and raised £45,000,
After the company ha? been formed experts

197

fiom the Bustern States advised us to double
the capacity of the works. At a later stage
waues inereased by nearly 40 per cent., amd
the cost of material rose abmut 100 per veuni.
'ement was the principal itemn that inecreused
in price. It wns then found that the work
conbl not be completed under an expendiure
of £9G,600. Meanwhile the price of mutton
had gone down. The war had veased and the
market for canned mutton had disappeared.
The price of meat and its by-products also
fell far Lelow the price required for operat-
ing.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Does not that position
also appty to Wyndham?

My, ANGELO: Yes.

Hen, W Co Angwin: And yet the Wynd-
ham Meat Works are condemned.

Mr. ANGELO: I have not condenmed then.
There has been a chain of untortunate eireum-
stances conneeted with the Carnaavon works.
The Government lean amounts to about £3 4,700
If the works are sold they shouli eeitainly
bring £50,000. The taxpavers will therefore
not suffer; only the pastoralists.

Mr, MeCajlum:  They ure better thun the
Fremantle works.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. We are very desirous
of seeing these works started—I have £310 of
my c¢wn monegy invested in them—aml von-
sidered it necersary ta do our hest ) heop
faith with the Government. After n chut with
the Premier I arranged with the Chairman of
Directors of the company to make a tour of
tle distriet with me. We were told we eould
| urehave eulled ewes at 3s. 6d, per head, Onr
proposal was that the pastoralists should
supply 50,000 culled ewes on the poaling sys-
tem, that they were te get nothing for the
stock until the Government were repaid, that
the Government were to assist us with moen
from Wyndham, retain the whole of the vut-
put of the works and pay the working expenases,
anything over and above these expenses, and
interest, to be returned to the pastoralists, Mr.
MeGhie went thoroughly inte the matter and
considered the scheme a good one. With the
approval of the Premier Mr. Mathieson, the
Chairman of Directors, and I started on our
ronuds. We had 20,000 shoep promised to us.
Snddenty rain fell, The demand for colled
sheep heeame great, The fat stock narket
took such a tremendous hound that sheep
which two or three months before could have
been seeured at 3s. 6. were bringing 27s, in
Perth. We ¢ould net, therefore, get any more
sheep ondd the proposal was abandoned. Owing
to the general rains that have fallen T think
sheep will come down in price in a few months
time. We should then be able to get sufficient
sheep to make a start with the work, [ under-
stand the Government are talking about selling
us up. [ do not know who is to buy the works.
Under the terms of the agreement, wherein the
Government gave us the land, it waws distinetly
understood that no ome was to hoid more than
5,000 shares. This was arrungerd to prevent
people ontside from sccuring our works, which
were to be aperated on a eo-operative hasis.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: To whom dovs the
land lelong?
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Mr. ANGELQO: The Goverument.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 'Then the agrecment
is no good. They can sell you up?

Mr. ANGELO: T do not think the Govern-
ment will do anything unfair.

Hon. P. Collier: Have you paid the in-
terest?

Mr. ANGELO: No.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not do as the I're-
mantle works did, bhorrow money from the
Government to pay the interest?

Mr. ANGELO: T acknowledge that the
position is unsatisfactory, but I am anxiouns
to do what I ean to put it right.

Hon. P, Collier: I thought Wyndham was
the only unsatisfactory freezing works,

Mr. ANGELO: T have never said a word
about Wyndham. In my opinion Wyndham
is a developmental work, and not a trading
concern. Had it not been for the Wyndham
Meat Works, there would have been no cattle
breeders up north now.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That is gomething we
did, then.

Mr. ANGELO: The position can be righted
it the Government will only grant us a little
more consideration, until such time as the
price of sheep falls, as it must fall, to a
figure low enough to enable us to operate.
Whilst not wishing in any way to put this
forward as an excnse for the unsatisfactory
position, I may say that some time ago it was
estimated that if the works were got going
under the proposal Mr. Mathieson and 1 set
out to obtain, we would have returmed the
growers about 1s. per sheep, after payment
of all expenses. The growers would have
been prepared to aecept that, had the price
not risen, It was Mr. McGhie’s estimate. I
will, however, take the figure of profit at 2s. 6d.
per head, because I consider that with careful
handling 2s, 6d. per sheep conld have been re-
turned. Half-a-crown per sheep would have
meant a return of about £6,000 to the pas-
toralists from the 50,000 sheep. As it is,
through our mnot having slaughtered those
sheep, owing to the demand for wool and
culled ewes, those sheep are bringing £50,000
to the pastoralists. Thus the pastoral-
ists are making £44,000 more from the
same sheep than they would have made
if the sheep had been slaughtered. The
incoma tax on the £44,000 would amount to
£7,000. So that the Government, instead of
losing their interest and insnrance, will really
be about £3,000 in pocket through the works
not having operated. However, I am not
making that a set-off in any way. In com-
mon with other members, T am very disap-
pointed about the result; bot T think that
with a little more consideration we shall be
able to get the works operating before an-
other 12 months. Mr. McGhie is very anxious
to get our works started, so that they may
be run in conjunction with the Wyndham
works as a second going coneern, though not
as another State trading concern, Mr.
MeGhie would be assisted in this way, in that
the men cmployed at the Wyndham Meat
Works would get a longer run of employment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

That is the great feature in having the two
propasitions working one after the other.

Ay, Marghall; Ts it a matter of cutting
wiages?

Mr. ANGELO. The question of wages, I
tope, will be adjusted to the satisfaction of
all eoncerned. With the advantage of con-
tinuity of work, Mr. MeGhie will be able to
keep good men at Wyndham, I am indeed
pleased that the Federal Government have
given us & grant for road development.

Mr, Marshall: Arc you sure the North-West
is petting any of that grant?

Mr, ANGELQO: TUnder the terms of the
grant we are to get two-fifths of the money
allocated on an area basis. In that connection
there are several very important works affect-
ing our meat works. There is the question of
a bridge over the Gascoyne. We must have
that bridge. T am very pleased indeed that
the T.eader of the Opposition and his deputy,
together with other members, have been made
aware of the disabilitics created by the want
of that bridge.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What is the Government’s
reply ¥

Mr. ANGELO: It has not yet come, but it
is sure to be favourable,

Hon. P, Collier: The Government said they
did wnot think you would pay the money for
the bridge.

Mr. ANGELO: I am hoping now to get
the bridge built out of the fund for read
development. Mr. Bruee’s speech distinetly
states that the grant is to be used in the
development of the outside portions of the
Commsonwealth and to create avenues for the
bringing of produce to the ports. In the
abgence of Mr. Teesdzle, I would like to men-
tion in this connection the new approaches
ts the town of Beadon, A question has been
asked as to how the Gascoyne settlement is
getting on. Some two or three years ago a
petition was sent to the Government by some
26 or 30 men desirous of settling on the
banks of the Gascoyne, I was asked to urge
the Government to facilitate this settlement,
and in bringing the matter before Ministers
[ pointed out that none of the men knew any-
thing ahout the growing of tropical fraits,
and that therefore, if sueh a settlement were
started, it would be essential to provide ex-
pert tuition so that the men might know
what to grow and how to grow it. This
tuition was premised, and an area was cut
up and men were induced to take up Dlocks.
The expert, however, has not eventuated.
Only three returned soldiers whe went up
there were financed by the Government, One
of them left after Waiting twe or thres
months for the expert to come along. An-
other is still on his block awaiting the expert.
The third is pow deing contract work in the
district, with the hope of having a little more
money to spend when the expert comes along
to teaeh him what to do. I made the stipu-
lation as to expert toition at the time, he-
cause I myself had lost a Jot of money in pre-
cisely the same connection. Mr. Despeissis,
when at Carparvon, persuaded my, brother
and me to go in for irrigation; and we were
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then promised that ecxperts would be sent
along to teach us what to do. We put in a
plantation of bananas and a grove of orange
trees, and a good many other tropical plants.
Unfortonately the pests which generally make
tireir appearance came along and we have
never suceceded in having a man sent up to
show us how te get rid of them, though there
are numbers of experts running round the
various settlements here in the south. I see
by the Press that one expert at last has been
secured, and is coming from Queensland; but
what is the good of one expert in 2 huge pro-
vince like the North-West? Tt wants at least
a dozen. When in Queensland I inquired how
many experts they had, and was informed that
there were from 20 to 30 going out
in the various distriets and doing all
they possibly  could to assist the set-
tlers to make good. The member for
Kanowna (Hon. T, Walker) has asked in what
direetion T would suggest that population
conld be employed in the North-West. In
the Kimberleys there are tens of millions of
acres of magnificent country, well watered
and well grassed, without a hoof upon it.

Mr. Wilson: How far is that country from
the seahoard?

Mr. ANGELO: It is right up to the sea-
board, but not close to an existing port,
Hon. members may recollect that some years
ago T strongly advocated the sending of an
expedition to the Kimberleys for the pur-
pose of sccuring a port between Wyndham
and Derby. There are a mumber of fine
ports available on that coast. A small town
eould have heen established, and men sent
out in small groups to quieten the natives
and gradually settle the land. It is im-
possible for that country to be settled by
individual efforts, the natives there being
too bad.

Mr. Wilson: Would you pacify them by
kindness ¢

Mr. ANGELOQ: Yes, or by stern measures
if necessary. It has got Lo be done sooner
or later. The only way it can be done is
by sending out small groups of men as I
havc suggested. Then I am perfectly cer-
tain history will repeat itself. When the
white men come ahout in suflicient num-
bers

Mr. WWilson: The natives will be wiped
out.

Mr. ANGELO: No.

Mr. Wilson: You will have to send out
Hickson with the white men.

Mr. ANGELO: The blacks will be wiped
out later by too much civilisation. In the
meantime the natives, who in many cases
represent & menace to the settlers, will be-
come valuable assets as cattle men. They
make excellent boundary riders and horse-
men.

Hon. P. Collier: And they are eheap.

Mr. Marshall: Very cheap.

Mr. ANGELO: When people are starting
out in a small way and cannot afford to
pay big wages, they must use what cheap
labour they can. I am not in favour of
cheap labour in a settled district, where
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the stations are sufficiently established to
pay white men. But in a new distriet
evcry available means should be used to
give the settler a start. Then therc is
cotton. Cotton ean be grown in the North-
West. In coonection with the small settle-
ment at Derby, there was the samc experi-
ence as in eonnection with the settletuent
on the Gascoyne. Meun were sent to Derby
who knew nothing about what they had
gone for, and no expert knowledge was sup-
plied to teach them wkat to do. Even tne
land was not suitable for the settlers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who said that?

Mr, ANGELO: Colonel Evans said that
the land seclected is not suitable.

Hon., W, C. Angwin: He was there haif-
an-hour.

Mr. ANGELQ: That is what I am talking
about, These things should net be started
unless cxperts are on the spot to teach
the people how to start the new industry.
Cotton growing is a new industry. When
1 was in Queensland recently I saw some
immense buildings going up, and asked,
f*What are those places?’’ The reply was,
¢"Those are the new cotten mills.’’ I be-
lieve that in addition to what I saw, a
dozen new establishments were then being
erected in fqueensland for the harvesting of
the cotton grown this year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who is building
them?

Mr, Marshall: The Bolshevik Government
of Queensland.

Mr, ANGELOQ: T understand the Queens-
land Government are assisting in the work
just as our Government are assisting in
other industries here. What have we got

here? A small table in the office of the
secretary of the North-West Department-

will be adequate to hold all the cotton we
will grow in Western Australia this year.

. The cotton position will never be revived

here until we have the services of a man
who understands the industry.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There is a man at Car-
pnarven who understands it. -

Mr. ANGELO: That man is successful so
far as he bas goune, but afier all, he is only
an amateur. There is a man in Perth, how-
ever, who has grown cotton for many years
and who is willing to go up North if given
a small sustenance allowance and the neces-
sary land. The Government will not agree
to the proposition; yet he is an expert who
can teach us, Then there is the question of
pig raisipg in the North-West. We know
the immense wealth derived from pig raising
in America.

Hon. T. Walker: You require to be close
to a market for pigs.

Mr. ANGELO: We are raising pigs sue-
cessfully in the Gascoyne district and no
diseases are apparent. My brother and I
bave slaughtered hundreds of pigs each year
for the last 15 years. We cannot go in to
the business more c¢xiensively because no
shipping is available to briag the produce
down. If settlement of any dimensions is
commenced, shipping must he provided,
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Tropical agriculture—X refer to fruit grow-
ing principally—does not appeal to any ex-
tent, but a certain number of men can be
settled in that industry.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What about the man who
failed with his peanuts?

Mr. ANGELO: Peanut growing has not
had a trial

Mr. O'Loghlen: One man told me that he
had lost £1,000 at Curnarvon.

Mr, ANGELO: The man did not put a
peanut into the ground.

Mr. O’Lioghlen: Te put £1,000 into the
ground, hut not a peanut eame up.

Mr. ANGELO: He did not put a shilling
into peanuts. He put all his money into a
lhiouse, sheds, windmill and so on and then
waited for the expert who never eame along.

The Minister for Agrienlturc: What about
vour fish industry there?

Mr. ANGELO: That will be successfully
estabiished in time., Unfortunately a start
was made by people who did not understand
the cunning business and they failed.

Hon. W. & Angwin: Lour attempts have
been made at it there.

Mr, ANGELO: No. Another industry which
will not appeal to those in the South-West,
Lecause it clashes with their own pet scheme,
is dairying. A few months ago, thanks te
the Minister for Agriculture, the dairy expert
(Mr. Hampshire) was allowed to visit the
North-West. I do not know how the South-
West managed to spare him but we had his
services for a week, He reported on the
dairying possibilitics there and in the course
of his report he said—

The character and quality of the Jand
waiting to be watered appears suech, and
its area so immense, that if investigations
should prove it practicable pnd the Govern-
ment can finance sieh a scheme, the Gas-
coyne should prove another Yaneco irriga-
tion area, where the land of three sheep
stations was reswmed and irrigated and to-
day supports 700 to 800 families engaged
in dairying and fruit growing.

In another paragraph Mr. H'lmpslure says—

From data available and inquiries insti-
tuted, it would appear that there iz little
likelihood of exhausting the subterrancan
water which these wells along the river
banks would tap, as all the information
points to an underground river which Hows
towards the occan.

Mr. Hampshire procecds to set ount a scheme
under which 100 farms could be established
with windmill irrigation—he favours dam-
ming the river 50 or 60 miles back, but that
would be a larger scheme—at a total cost in-
cluding buildings, land, 25 cows, pigs, and so
on, of £1 730 per farm. The cost of grading
and c]earmg the land would be only £4 103.
per acre. The report of the expert was sub-
mitted to the Director of Agriculture, who
comments on it as follows:—

Though the report of the dairy expert is
particularly optimistie, yet this optimism is
contingent upon several factors.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The director deals with the question of water,
the productive capacity of the land, the capi-
tal outlay and the probable profitable returns.
Mr. Humpshnc dealt with all those peints
in his repert but, as I have suggested several
times in this House, it iz necessary to get
veally good advice as to whether water is to
he townd there. 1 again urge the Government
to ask the Indian authorities to lend us the
services of one of their engincers, one of those
men who have been turning deszerts into won-
derfully ilourishing arcas by dealing with
similar dry rivers. It would not cost much
and I am certain the Indian Government, if
requested, would make in oflicer available to
us, partienlarly if we paid his fare. In faet,
the Indian Governmnent might pay his fare
for us.

Hon, P, Collier: The Indian Government
might pay us to nse their officer’s services.

Mr, ANGELQ: If we secured an oftficer
from Iadia, we would know once and for all
if our dry rivers, which are similar to those
with which they have been dealing in India,

will ussist us in the development of thede
parts.
flon. W, C. Angwin: Would it not be bet-

ter to send once of our officers to India?

Mr. ANGELO: It would not be fair to
send one of our officers there and expect him
to acquire tike nceessary knowledge under a
year, whercas the Indian officer with his years
of experience, could come here and give us a
report within a minimum time,

Hon. W. . Angwin: He would not have
lacal knowledge.

My, ANGELG: That difficulty could be
overcome. As to the price of meat. In the
metropolitan  area heef is quoted on the
average at 114. a Ib. At the same fime the
Government are exporting from \Wyndham
our primest beef at 2%d. per Ih. Why
should we not get some of that meat here?

Mr. Davies: The people will not eat it.

AMr. ANGELO: That is all nonsensc. Some
little time ago Mr., Colcbateh, ih an inter-
view, said that people would not eaf frozen
meat and that chilled meat could not be
Lrought from Wyndham.  Chilled meat is
conveyed from the Argentine to England and
it takes nearly twice as long to do that
journey as it does to bring meat from Wynd-
ham to Perth.

Hon. P. Collicr: TFhe people here have
never bad an opportunity to eat that meat,
No attempt has been made to market it here.

Mr. ANGELO: I had some frozem meat
recently and 1 do not want to eat anything
better. Why are we paying on an average
114, per Ib, for beef when it can be sent to
England at 214d. per 1b.? One reason is the
shortage of shipping. The Government should
rever have given permits to the boats trading
to Singapore witheut stipulating that they
should have insulated space available. No
future permit should be given to ships unless
they provide those facilities.

Mr, Lambert: Is that in exchange for the
coneession regarding coloured labour?
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Mr. ANGELO: We must allow that, for
other boats will not come here.

Mr, Lambert: How do you know that¥

Mr. ANGELO: Because I have made in-
yuiries. I asked a representative of owe
shipping company if his ships would trade
on our coast if the State steamers were taken
off. His reply was in the negative. The
wmotor ship ‘* Kangaroo’ can ecarry 400 tons
of beef, but she is so slow, It would not
pay to send her to Wyndham and back again
for beef alone.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yes,
would carry live-stock as well,

Mr. ANGFELO: If she did that, it wonid
pay. Under the old conditions, however, it
was too costly to carry live-stock. The
animals deteriorated and lost in weight. The
faet remains, however, that we should get
Wyndham meat brought to us. I was pleased
to hear the member for North-East Fremantle
(Men. W. . Angwinj advocate the pro-
vision of a cool storage chamher at Fre-
mantle.  Three years ago [ strongly adve-
catell that those facilities should he erected
as part and parcel of the Fremantle Harbour
econveniences. If we had them we could deal
with fruit, butter and heef, which could be
stored there prior to distribution, In our
Public Service to-day we have a gentieman
who is regarded in the Eastern States very
highly as an expert in his particular line.
I refer to Mr. L. McGhie. I strongly recom-
mend the Government to ask him to prepare
a report dealing with the meat question, in-
cluding the supplying of chilled or frozen
meat in the metropolitan arca and suggesting
the possibilities of markets in the Far EFast.
It is seldom that the Government have the
advantage of the services of a man who
krows so wmunch about his partienlar subjeet.
Mr. MeGhie knows all about Eastern condi-
tions, all about the frozen meat trade, ani
the ships neeessary for the earriage of that
commodity. T am certain that a report of
this deseription would be of great interest,
and would probably lead to good results.
fn Brishane T notieed beautiful beef for sale
in the shops, the average priece being 6d. per
th. The highest price was 8d. per b, vet
here we have to pay 1s. 4d. per Ih.

Hon, P. Collier: That is the result of a
Bolshevik Government.

Mr. ANGELO: At any rate they know
how to deal with meat, and our own G v
crament would not do wrong in followineg
them.  The Premier has adwmitted that owing
1o the cormorant-like tacties of the Ferlers!
Government this State has heen bhadly bled.

Mr. T.amhert: Of course, blame the other
fellow.

A, ANGELO: Tast year in hoth Houses
of Porliament a motion was passed askirg
the T'remier to ecommunieate wtih the Com-
monwealth and State Governments and urge
the s mmoning of a constittional convention
to consider amendments of the Common-
wezlth constitution. Yesterday the Premier,
in reply to a question. told us he had taken
no a-tion in the matiter because the Pre-
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miers’ Conference had bevn called to consider
the financial relationship between the Com-
monweaith and the States,

Hon. P. Collier: 1t was outside our power,
onyhow; yon know that,

My, ANGRLO: In view of that conterencc,
I think the Premier was right in not doing
anything., Since the conference the Common-
wealth Governmwent have done nothing to
alleviate our distress, and se the Premier

-shonld now negotiate for the constitutional

convention. 1f the Federal Government will
not agree to that, why should we not hold
a State convention, at which each of the
Btates will be represented? When such a
couvention arrives at an agreement on the
suggested amendments to the Federal Con-
stitution, we could forward those amendments
to the Federal Government. If the Federat
Government refused to aet tpon that agree-
ment, we should have a gond case to put up
with the Iwmperial Government.

Mr., Johnsten: What about Victoria and
New South Wales?

Mr. ANGELO: T think thes would meet the
crher States in conference, When over East, |
disevesied the matter with many politicians,
and they all agreed with me.

Hon. P. Collier: They were pulling your
leg.

Mr. Davies: Why did not the Premier
bring it up at the Premiers’ Conferencet

Mr., ANGELO: What was the use? The
Premier came away from that conference with
assarances of rehief; yet after he left we
were turned down. The proposed convention
to amend the Constitution was promised to
us years ago. Sioce we cannot get it from
the Federal authorities, why should we not
endeavour to set up a conference of our own,

Mr. Lufey: Why not do it through our
Federal members?

Mr. ANGELO: They are too small in
numbers to make themaelves heard in the
House of Representatives, and the Senate has
become a party Houre, and so will not listen
to any such proposal. I showld like to hear
in this House a searching debate on the ques-
tion.

Mr. SPEAKER: But not on the motion now
before us,

Mr. ANGELO: No. The member for Sus-
sex {Mr., Pickering) wants to know when the
reiort of the Royal Commission is to he
sutmitted.,  That Ceommission was appointed
to prepare a case for the then proposed Con-
ventinn,  Twmmediately Mr. Hoghes heard that
Western  Avstralin,  Sauth Australia, and
uesnskand were preparing, he deebled agninst
the Convention, We have bal the nysistance
of Mr. Owen in prepariny n finaneial state-
ment, we have taken evileneg, and now we
are marking time until we know what is goiny
to happen.  As soon as that point i decided,
we will get to work again. I remind hon.
members that the Commission is an honorary
one, As one of the four members represent-
ing the North-West in this House, T have con-
sidered it my duty to point out the seriousness
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oI the position m the North, where the popala-
tion is decreasing.

Mr, Lambert: But where the holdings are
getting bigger,

Mr. ANGELQ: They are not. The position
is serious from the defence point of view.

Mr. O‘Loghlen: Why won’t the squatters
aiiploy whites?

Mr. ANGELO: T do not know of one
syuatter in my district who does not employ
whites exclusively. .

Mr. Hughes: Do you know of one who does
not employ blacks?

Mr, ANGELO: None of them does.

Mr. Hughes: Then you do not know your
own clectoraie very well

Mr. ANGELO: I do unot know what youn
may have in East Perth, but 1 assnre you that
the few aborigines on stations in my clecto-
rate arve there on sufferance, are not worth
anything at all as labourers. The whole of the
work on those stations is done by white men. 1
remind hon. members that the North has but
four members in this House.

Ay, Lambert:  Whereas vou should lave
only gne.
My, ANGELQO: Ag the State suffers by

having only five members in the Hounse of Re-
presentatives, so the North suffers by having
enly four members in this House. I hope hon.
members will give the reqoirements of the
North every consideration and remember that
the populating and developing of the North is
of vital comeern to the State, to the Com-
monwesitlth and to the Emyire.

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W..J,
George (Murray-Wellington) [8.25]: 1 should
not have intruded at this juneture were it not
that T think, from remarks made by previous
speakers, that information whieh I have to give
may serve to elear away misapprehension. A
number of the speeches made have been in-
formative and served to show that the interests
of the State have been well considered by the
speitkers. Criticism of the Government may be
either destructive or helpful; destructive when
the Govermnent are held to be at fault, help-
ful when members wish to assist both their
elertorates and the Government by bringing
hefore us points which otherwise might be
overlogked.  The Commonwealth Parliament
has passed an Act under which the Common-
wealth may contribute to Lhe making and im-
proving of roads in the several States with a
view to assisting seftlers to get their prodnee
to market. For ages past it has been said that
the man who makes two hlades of grass grow
where one grew before, renders greater service
to his ecountry than all the efforts of poli-
ticians, To-day we might paraphrase that and
sav that any man who ean enabie the settler
to eart fwo loads per day where previously
he earted one, has added to the wealth, not
oniv of that settler, but of the State. This
State's share of the Commonwenlth grant for
roads will be abownt £96,000, to which the
State Government have to add an equal ainount,
making in round figures £200,000 for the im-
provement of the roads. I am hopefnl that
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this grant will be found by the Commonwealth
Government to prove so beneficial as to be-
come a legitimate elaim upon the annual sur-
plus revenue. I have received 50 or 60 letiers
from various road boards, and have heard
representations by members of both Houses,
asking for particulars of the allocation of this
grant. The only reply that can be given is
that the Public Works Department are now
working on the preparation of a map of West-
ern Australia sliowing the various roads which
appear to us to come within the four corners
of the conditions laid down by the Common-
wealth.  In addition we are preparing an-
other map to show where the money may be
expended on roads of greater benefit to the
settlers, which roads, however, do not quite
come within the four corners of the Comunon-
wealth Act.  This map I hope will he com-
pleted next week. TE will then be brought
before the Premier and Cabinet and dealt with
by eommunication with the Commonwealth
Gevernment, This represents a forward step
to gbt this big matter seitied. Until it is
settled, although it is of service to ms to re-
ceive requests from the differcut road boards,
we cannot do anything in connection with the
distribntion, No member need have any fear
but that, so far as lics within the power,
knowledge, and experience of the depart-
mental officers, every consideration will be
given to make the best use of this grant,

Hon. M, F. Troy: Sec that we nll get a
fair deal.

Capt, Carter: Will that obtain in the agri-
enltural portion of the metropolitan area?

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: It applies
to the whele of Western Auvstralin,. We must
start our main reads from a ccntre and carry
them to a centre and try to link np with ounr
railways, so that communication may be made
ensy and economieal.

Hon. M. F¥. Troy: What about our main
roads in the back country?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I showed
a deputation that waited on me to-day a map
prepared three years ago, and they considered
we were on right lines. When this matter is
Lrought forward, members may be able to sug-
gest some improvements, but I think they waill
be able to say that every effort has been made
to deal with the main arteries of traflic,

IIgn. M. I". Troy: Do you propose to hring
the map here?

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS: That rests
with the Premier, That members may know
the exaet position, one of the conditions laid
down in the Act is that we have not only to
mark out our roads, but to show the methods
of comstruction propesed te be employed and
the material to be used in the different parts of
the country., The Commonwealth officials
will have some say as to whether the
work is heing carried out correctly.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Tt is peeuliar that you
can show o map to a body of private eitizens
and not te Parlianment.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
wemher ean see the map in my aoffice, but
T would Fave him nnderstand that this mags
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was prepared three years agoe in connection
witin s Main Hoads Billl 1 simply chowed it
to the depitation—as 1 am prepared to <how
it t» auy mewher-—to prove ftiat we are
trying 1o do the best we can for the
whole State. 1f members wish to sce that
map I have no objection to laying it on the
Table, but it must not be confused with the
map we are preparing to deal with the Come-.
monwealth road grant.

Mr. Angelo: Are you taking inte considera-
tion the two-fifths area basis?

The MINISTER FOR WORKN: The hon,
member s facetious.

Mr. Angelo: Not at all: that is in the
Act.

Thke MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hou,
menther will see all in good time. 1 am not
prepared to deal with the details. 1 merely
nientioned the matter that o)l interested mny
know something is being done. This will save
members amnd me s lot of correspondence.

Capt. Carter: Which will be the greater
consideration?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last
evening the member for Katanning (Mr. A,
Thomson) e¢xhibited to the House his great
grasp of the various matters bearing on fthe
welfare of the State. One or two things I
feel it incumbent upon me to explain in order
that members might know the other side of
the question. He referred to the Katanning
hospital. I elaim that the Works Department
is carrying out its manifest duty in connee-
tion with the hospitals. He said the Works
Department made an estimate of £7,500. The
Works Department did not make an estimate
of any such sum. The Works Department
made an estimate of £10,630, but that was
fur 2 new hospital entirely, providing for the
whole of the accommodation ssked for by the
Prineipal Medieal Officer. TIn addition to the
buikding we had fo provide for a septie tank,
drainage, lighting, X-ray room, mortuary and
evervthing complete. The plan put forward
by the architeet, whose name the hon. member
did not give, was not a plan. Tt was simply
a sketeh showing how the accommodation
might be arranged. An architeet does not
put up a plan showing all the details of the
accommodation required unless he is appointed
as the man to he responsible for the earry-
ing out of the work., This sketeh did not
irclide a complete hospital or anything like
it. It could only be regarded as a sketch plan
indieating how the work might be carried
out. The hon. member admitted that the
Govermuent were acked for a certain sum of
nioney towards the hospital. Then those re-
spoti~sible asked a member of the Government
for a loan to make up their half of the re-
quiredd sum. This would mean that the whole
of the money to be expended wonld be Gov-
einment money,

My. Pickering: That was good finesse.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Perhapa
so, hut I do not know that [ should eall it
straight dealing. When the whole of the
money had to ke found by the Government,
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surely those respousible for seeing that Gov-
erument money is expended economically and
wigely s.oulldl desire that the plans be cor-
rect tefore the work was started.  The plans
are about complete and will be forwarded to
those concerned.  When the hon. member
spoke about an estimate for mmnking exten-
sive alterationy;, he did not mention that
those alterations were in connection with the
existing hoepital. The estimate was given at
the personal and insistent request of the hon.
member himself, and surely he had not much
to complain about. The Works Department
claim the right and regard it as s Jduty to
prepare plans in connection with buildings
for which the Government are providing the
funds. We provide such plans tree and we
supervise the expenditure of the Government
money without charging anything for it. 1£
this building were erected by a private are i-
teet, be would receive 2 commission for draw-
ing the pluns and @ commission for saper-
vising the work. The archileet of ea're
would be entitted to this: but in a job cost-
ing £16,000, £15.000, or £20,000, these fees
are of scrious moment.  When there is a
department eapable of doing the work, s rely
the officers of the department, as watchdous
of the Government, shounld supervige the work.

Mr. Corboy: Do the Government intend to
provide all the money for that hosjital?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
say much about that.

Hon. P. Collier: The House is not greatly
interested in the Katanning hospital.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When we
have drawn the plans, the loeal hodies are
cntitled to edll tenders. T do not know that
any grcater good is achieved thereby than
wonld be the ease if the Works Department
called for tenders in the ordinary way.
When those tenders are received, we hold
that it is right for the skilled officers of the
Works Department to examine them and see
that the specifications and conditions are
fully complied with, The hon. member made
some rather caustie remarks regarding our
professional men. The same architeet who
produced the sketch plan was the man
whn designed the hospifal at Kojonup
amd who gave an  estimate of £1,300,
whereas  the building cost £2,300, When
the  haspital was proposed, the Minister
was told that £1,300 would Dbuild it, and
the Government were asked to give a pound
for pound subsidy, Accordingly £730 was
granted.  When the hospital was finished,
the Government received a request for £1,150,
instead of £730. Members will therefore real-
ise the nceessity for the Works Department
lookiny carcfully into these matters. Al
the extra expenditure on the Kojonup hos-
pital was for cssential items which had been
omitted from the plans, perhaps inadver-
tently, perhaps intentionally or ignorantly.
The work was well under wav when re-
ference was made to the Works Depart-
ment and it was too late for us to do
much. Remarks have also been made regard-
ing the cost of houses. Mr. Hardwick, Chair-

I eannot
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uan of the workers’ homes, supplied me this
morning with the following facts: Near to
the Culyx works at Subitaco u aumber of
vorkers’ homes have been built during the
Tast 12 months, The land, consisting of a
guarter of an aere, was provided. The housces
consist of fhree rovas. n rmall hall, a separ-
ate kitehen, pantry, Lachroom, curth eloset,
Tront and back veramdal, and a Gft. picket
fenee, and the cost is £500, Tn these days
when the prices of material and laliour are
natorally high, a cottage like that for £600
is a ercditable perforiance.

Capt. Carter: Is that ineluzive of land?

The MINISTER FOR WUORKS: Yes,

Mr. Corboy: You ought to put the Federal
autiorities ou to your people when dealing
with the war scrvice homes,

My, MeCallum: Those houses are built on
leagchold  land—University  land.

Tie MINISTER POR WORKS: 1 have
given the information as it was piven to me.
Whether it is lensvhold or frechold T ¢annot
&Y.

My, Hughes: That doees wot matter,
i good performunie.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T consider
it a ereditable performance.
Mr. Hughes: SBo it s

thousand more,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
rooms, I am told, are of a fair size.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: T have been in them.
Thev are nice little houses.

The JMINISTER FOR WORKS: The
anestion of dams has bhecn raised. Warer is
essentinl in the wheat areas, and dams {it to
centtain water are as important to the farmer
as anything else. There has been much ¢riti-
cism levelled against the branch of my de-
partment dealing with damz. The member
for Ratanning said our price was s Gd. 3
yard, but that he could have zol dams sunk
for Is, 6d. or 1s. S At fivsr sight it would

Tt is

T wish we hadl g

The

appear  that someons in fhe deparfment
did  mot  know his  lmsiness, and  did
not care a hang how he parted with
the money. The lhon. member brounght

under my nofiee a certain dant that he re-
quired to be put down. Ie said he could
get the exeavations done for about 1s. Gd. a
vard. 1 said, **If so we will see about it
and call for tenders.'’ Tnstead of tenders
being put in for 1s. 6d. a yard they were
Tor abont 2s. or 23, 3d. A wareat deal besides
excavating has to be done in conneetion with
a dam. It iz not a quesiion ef simply put-
ting down a hole ond thus making z dam

that may or ay mnot he useful to
the people who want it. We have to
send  an  officer to  seleet o site, and
his salary and expenses cost  something.

We have then to obtain the land, arrange
for clearing, and carry out the work of
excavation.  We lave to make contour
drains, so that water may be conducted
into the dam, We bhave to put up fencing.
and in most easges have to put in pumps and
trouphs.  With all these expenses included,
the original cost of execavation must swell
Kearly every dam sunk during the last seven
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rears has been the subjeet of tenders heing
cailed.  Jt Las mot Leen a question of de-
partmental vwork and going slow. We have
citledd for temders and wherever possible have
arcepted them. 1 think the member for
Xorth-Fast Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win), when Minister for Works, had several
dams put down on the Yandanocoka vstuie.
It was consideved that the price should range
about is. a vard. Sir Henry Lefroy (houuht
the work wonld he done for that, but we.
fowml on calling for tenders that the work
conid net be JIone for double that price.

Capt, Carter:  The work cost nearly four
times that swent for the soldier settleinent
there.

My, Underwood: Did vou eall for tenders
at Hevdsman’s Lake!?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: XNo. Wo
have not dealt with the big member of dams
of anethier sort

AMr, Underwood:
paying out there yet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I t'ink
not, and wie have unt vet finished with the
voter.  The statement bhas peen made ilint
we live heon holstering ap the State trading
eoneerns by foreing  people fo o buy dheir
materials frese vsoand eharging ey price
we like im omler (o swell vur profils, and
muke it appear we ave having a good time.
The member for Ratanning  spoke  very
strongly abeut Katanning bricks. Tlose
bricks are goad enough for any work the
departmunt may require to be done in that
distriet., Tu copueetion with the buildine to
which he referred, State brirks were spoci-
fiedd, hut immediately it was aseertained that
the loeal lricks condd be wserd, that point
was woived and the Watanning brick: were
used.  The hon, member knew thai whes he
wing spenking. The question arese in con-
nection with the Albany High School. When
it came hefore me T said, *‘If you ean ob-
tain bricks at £3 18s. delivered on the site,
a man would bz false to his duty if be or-
dered thot they should come from the Ntate
Brick Works.”” As it happens, local bricks will
be used in the building. Tnstroctions were
issued long awso that wherever the material
of good guality could be obtained nearer the
job at a cheaper price than from the Stnte
trading coneerns, it should be so obtained
and used. These instructions are weli known
amongst fhe contractors. I am sorry the hon.
member is not here to-night,

Mr. Marshall:  And we have te put up
with the consequences of his rot last night.

Hon. P. Collier: Why punish us for his
offence?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I should
be sorry to think J was punishing the hon,
member, Me is just as much interested in
knowing the facts of these matters as [ am,

My, Wilson: Why is he not here!

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: Two
days ago a petty contract somewhere in the
Great Sputhern rame umder my notiea, 1t
was peinted out that the man who had put
in his tender wished to make his own sashes
and ddoorg, becavse he possesaed a plaat of

You have not finished
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his own and could wmake them on the spot.
This is the minute [ wrote on the subjeet—
While I held that the State trading con-
cerns shoul? have preference in Govern-
ment job=. [ am aot so silly as to press
this against comwon sense rales. Tf timn-
Ler ean be supplied loeally at less cost

than State Sawmilla, and  enqually good,
and the flcvovrnment get the benefit of the
saine, ot Bricks of  ‘‘good  enough’t

wiality ean be obtained ar lower railase
aned comsequent enst than from Byford, of
ranrae this shonkl he permitted, but T con-
«iler that the ddiservetion should remain in
the departuent and that our specifieation
should ciearly make the position known. T
should consider it absurd and unworkable
to insixt  that  jeincry must he obtained
Trom State Sgwmills, when a contractor
has the plant and ean make it on the
ground, and even if he only has hand tools
o de tie Job 1t s his funeral and not
eitia iT e edeets fo oonrry on.

Ay, f'm'hn_\': We knnw

the Governor's Suesch,

My, Mar-hall: When was this?

now  who wrote

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
manth. Mew have faen potting in tenders
fer varions works for the Covernment. anid

it they eounld they wovld have fried to ovade
the eenditions ol the contract, 1 have sabl
thot if a man has put in a tender, knowinyg
all the disabilitiecs—if they have heen dis-
abifities—Ye lias ealewlated gponr them and
hax allowed for them in his price. T will not
L a party to that man putting in his tender
amnd gettine the job, and then trying to make
an extra profit by obtaining his materials in
this wav. T have insisted that the differeace
i the cost * otveen these ma‘erials, and those
that he re kovrd on when he' put in his ten-
Aer. chall betang to the tiovermment, and |
will always insist npon that. Beeause T have
insisted upon tlat, all this hother has come
ahout.

AMr. Pickering: Tt would not he fair to
the other eoniraetors.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. If a
men puts in an tender at £500. and then by taking
local material he can bring his costa down £50
or £60, the other contractors will say. if they
had known the position they too could have
reduced their price. I have insisted. therefore.
that this difference shall telong to the Govern-
ment. On the 8th I put this further mem-
orandum forward. 1 hope the Press will take
notice of it beeause it is of interest to all who
put in tenders. It is as follows :—

Further to my memo. of yesterday on
file dealing with the question of supplies
of material for Government contract work.
it has been decided that for the future the
conditions in regard to the purchase of materials
er State enterprizes shall be withdrawn, and
that persons tendering shall be at liberty to
obtain the necessary materials from whatcever
source they choose. The State Sawmills,
State Implement Works, State Brick Works,
and State quarries, will quote in the ordinary
course of businces, and take their chanee just
the samec as any other trader in the State.
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You will therefore arrange for these conditions

to he clearly made known in connection with

tenders for the future and advise the manager
of each of the four trading cencerns exactly
in the terms of this memo.

Hon. P. Collier: Why this change of policy ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The State
Sawmilis and the State Brick Works are well
out of the swaddling clothes stage. They can
stand on their own feet against any other business
concern in the State.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear. hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Their books
and their methods of conducting their business
are laid down on modern busincss lines. They
can hold their own against any opposition that
comes along.

Hon. P, Collier: Hear, hear!

Member: By spoon feeding.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Spoon feed-
ing! The State Sawmills have paid into the
Treasury £135,000 in cash. That is not a bad
sort of spoon feeding.

Capt. Carter: That money was not made
out of open tender.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
made ont of business acamen.

Capt. Carter: You Hatter voursell.

Hon. P. Collier: They would like to see them
all losing.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is a good
job some of them arc paying. .

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Most of them are paying.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: My views
of State trading concerns have undergone No
change. They should never have been estab-
lished. They are eutting into the business of
all other traders engaged in similar lines in the
State and must seriously he encroaching on such
hnsinesses,

Mr. Corboy : How is that ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 have been
placed in charge of them as Minister and trustee.
As trustee T have given to the State the best of
my knowledge and abhility and, seconded by ex-
Perienced and loyal ofticers, the result has come
ahout——

Hon. M. F. Troy: They are here to stay.

Mr. Pickering: Are they in the combine ¢

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. OLoghlen: What
Barker railway station ?
£7.000 justified

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is a
matter for the Railway Department. Reference
has been made to the metropolitan water scheme.
Last summer there wax & considerable amount of
criticism concerning it.  Fome of it was justified,
but some of it was unjustified and put forward
for a purpore that was easily discernible. A
Yot of it was dirccted at my devoted head, though
that did not matter, hut a Jot of it was directed
at the heads of my officers who did not deeerve
it. The question of impraving the metropolitan
water supply bhas been under consideration for
many vears. Water schemes are not supposed
to Lo turned out like a tin of Wyndham tongues
or a ypolitician’s specch. There are things that
the officers in charge have to think out and plan,
not only because of the job itself but for the sake
of their reputations. which are as dear to them
as is the reputation of any hon. member to him.

1t was

about the Mount
Is the expenditure of
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For anyone to say that these officers have not
been doing their best for years past, that they
have not put forward any schemes to the Govern-
ment, but have merely sat idle whilst drawing
their salaries, is a most unmanly and unjust
way of putting the position. The debates of
Parliament as they have appeared in *‘ Hansard ™
for the last five years show that the reason why
the metropolitan water scheme could not be
enlarged was that there was no money with which
to do it. However much people may like to
get up on platforms and talk about what should
be done. they can no more pay their butcher’s
bill or haker's hill without money than the
officers of the Water Supply Department can
build a water scheme without money to do it.

Capt. Carter: Don’t look at me when you
gay that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A large
proportion of the money which we are spending
to-day at Mt. Hawthorn, Mclville Tark, Cottesloe
and Applceross is ‘money which was applied
for in Auguat, 1920, but which could not be
supplied because the Treasurcer had not the
cash, About two years ago the Government
applicd for an cxpert to come here from Vie-
toria—Mr. Ritchie. He came, and very good
service he rendered to this State. He is a man
of high authority. He went through our schemes,
and amended some items of them and put for
ward some views of his own. Things were then
gone through by our enginecers, and cventually
came before the Government for consideration.
Some slight undertakings were carried out, the
necessary cash being got somehow. I only men-
tion this to show how absoluicly unfair and
unmanly it was and is for certain members of
Parliament to go about the placc making out,
for their own purposes, that the officers wers
fools and iunatics and all the rest of it.

Capt. Carter: 1 think names ought to be given.
The charges which the Minister is making are
very unparliamentery.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I shall make
stronger charges yet. There was the agita-
tion——

Hon. P. Collier: 1t was at Leederville.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Therc was
an ngitation fostered by o newspaper of this
State, the proprictor of whick journal I regret
is not present to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: Who is that ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those con-
ducting the agitation did not care what they
gaid about the officers of the department so long
aa they could manage to get at me. Surely I
am big enough for the whole lot to get at me
if they wish. T only ask them to let my men
alone, becanse my men have done their work
and done it well. The next thing was the North
Perth meeting,

Hon. P. Collier: Somcone stole your clothes
that night.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
Leader of the Opposition spoke as if a great
indignity had been cast on me. He said that I
was cajoled into the bush, and al the rest of it.
As a matter of fact, I was ill at home.

Hon. P. Collier : Very opportunely ill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 got out of
my bed when I heard of this North Perth meeting,

Hon, P, Collier: I am sure you did.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. McCallum : It made a new man of you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Unfortun.
ately, when I am ill in bed it i3 pretty serions.
I a8 T was, T got out of bed and went to the
telaphone.

Opposition Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I spoke
to the Premier. If he were present, T am sure
he would not for a moment deny it. 1 said to
him, “T hear you are going to North Perth, to
a meeting in connection with the water businesa,

Hon. P. Gollier: He had not consulted vou
up to then ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wait a hit.
I snid to the Premier, “ You have got all the
particulars from Lawson, and you went through
them last week. I do not care what they say
about me, but tell the meeting straight ont
that I have asked you for this money for the
laat three or four years."

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: He did not tell the meeting
that, did he?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Now wait
8 bit. T said to the Premier, * You could not
give me the money.”” He snid, **No, I could
not give it to you.” I seid, “Tet them say
what they like about me, but don't let them
blame my men.” I understand he did tell the
meeting that.

Hon. P. Collier: Did he ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
geatleman opposite has asked why I was not
at the North Perth meeting. The reason—it
may be an old-fashioned prejudice—is that
1 was brought up not to push myself in where
I was not wanted.

Mr. Corboy: Now you have let the cat out
of the bag.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
gentlemen who arranged the meeting were
framing their programme, they did not ask me
to come,

Hon. P, Collict: Nor the Premier either.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If they had
asked me to come, hon. memhbers know, I would
have been there. I would have been there right
enough. There would have hesn no need at
the end of the meeting to hustle me out through
s grocer'ashop. I would have gone right throngh
the meeting, no matter what had happened.

Hon. P Collier: Was the chairman hustled
into a grocer's shop ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I understand
that onec of the prominent persons at the meeting
not the Premicr, made his way out through
& back door, and through & grocer’s shop. It
may be a lic.

Capt. Carter: We had supper in a grocer's
shop ; we all came out of the grocer's shop.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I understand
there were 200 questions to he asked. I under-
stand also that only one of them was asked,
“IWhere is the chairman”? To return to
the various works, let mc say that the Mt.
Hawthorn reservoir ie well in hand, and that
the cxcavation is nearly finished. Lt will be well
worth any hon. member's while to go and sce
the work of the big exeavator. CUoncreting haa
been started and will be continued. The reser-
voir will be in working order for the coming
summer. The filter beds at Mt. Hawthorn
are being made, and they alse will be in working
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order for next summer. By reason of those
filter beds, we believe, there will be no more
complaints regarding the peculiar colour of
Perth waier. which is said to be as brown ze
my soul is supposed to be and said to be by
persons who do not care whom they slander if
they think that thereby they can camoufiage
their own shortcomings.

Mr. M¢Callum : Black. not brown.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Mel-
ville Park reservoir is pretty well finished as
Tegards cxcavation, and the concreting is in
progress. The King's Park reservoir is in the
bands of the contractor, who is bound under
heavy penalties to get it finished by a certain
date. Originally that resecevoir was designed to
be very much larger than in fact it will be. Un-
fortunately we have not full jurisdiction over
King’s Park ; so we had to bow to circum-
stances.

Mr. .Johnston : How much is all this costing ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will cost
money, a8 the hon. member knows : but what-
-ever ib costs, Perth must have water.  We cannot
keep the people without water, Country people
do need water as well. A 24-inch main is being
laid in the Perth-Fremantle road. and the Mel-
ville Park main and so forth, as well as all the
works with which T have heen authorised to
proceed, are going on.  As regards the other big
works, plans and specifications are quite ready
for the time when itis thought ripe to put them
in hand.

Mr. Corboy: What is the eventual rate pro-
posed for the metropolitan arca ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That matter
is on the knces of the gods.

Hon. P. Collier: You have indicated a rate
of 2s. 9d,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
hon. member makes a statement, he is regponsible
for it ; T am not.

Mr. Corboy: As soon as the first assessment
is made, vou should have a meeting. I will
arrange it for you. I will not sidetrack you like
the others did. You had better not stand for a
metropolitan seat if yon want to make a rate
of 2s. 9d.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As T said
before in conncction with dams in agricultural
areas, o supply of water for the farmers is
esgsential, They must have supplies so that
when they get to the railway station, ora
suitable point, they can water their horses,
The problem can be conveniently solved
by the establishment of what are known
a8 key dams, dams within reasonable reach of
more than onc of the main roads leading to the
different stations. All this work requires money,
a fact which I should like individual members
and also the House as a whole to remember
when asking for things to be done. They should
kecp that fact before them like the death’s head
was kept before the revellers at banquets in the
-centuries gone by. Without £ s. d. it is impos-
gible to do work.

Hon. P. Collier: Will there be any rate or
charge for these water supplies ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That point
i8 receiving full consideration. 1 only wish to
refer now to State treding concerns. Ordinarily
I would have left this matter until the Estimates
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came along. hut 1 think it well to say a few
words at the present juncture. The State Saw.
mills and the State Brickworks are absolutely
in g sound financial position.  The latest accounta
of the Implement Works show a position areatly
improved upon that of the previous year. At
the Boya quarry we have doubled the output
of stone. 1 shall have to deal at length
with these maiters later in the session. but
the peint 1 wish naw to impress upon
the House relates to the financing of the
State trading concerns. [ have been trained,
and all my life have worked. on what may be
termed eonservative lines in comnection with
finance and adininisiration, A certain rule was
tanght me in conmeetion with business concerns
having only a limited life—say a sawmill. which
may peter out in n few years. The rule is to
estimate, as far ns expericnee ean, the life of
the concern. and to frame the depreciation ae.
count accordingly. Then when a forest 45 cut
out, or a quarry or a hrick works has been worked
out, one is in the position of having discounted
beforchand whatever might he the amount of
the logs on the original cost. There are some
people outside this Chamber who think that
that is making it too strong. [ have had it
said to me, “ 1f von cut down vour depreciation
percentage, out a good lump som off, you will
have a very much larzer profit to show, and
thercfore there will e more money that can he
brought to bear with the cventual result of re-
ducing taxation.” My reply to that has been
simply T am going on lines which T was taught
when I was a youngster, which have guided
me throughont the whole length of my life,
both when working for other prople and when
working on my own account. My rule is to
make sure lest I or someone else should be hurt.”
Although we have large sums of money honestly
laid by in our depreciation Pands, yet if [ were
now speaking to a board of dircctors or to financial
authoritics 1 would express the opinion that the
lines upon which we have gonc are absolutely
sound and are in the best interests of the State.

Mr. PICKFERING (Sussex) [9.13]: Like
other members I was pleased to see that the
deficit, which, if was anticipated would ex-
ceed L£700,000, cid not reach (hat sum but
the modest figure of £400,000.

Mr, Marshall: That is not correet.

Mr. PICKERING: That s the statement
made to us.

Mr. Marshall: That is like wany other
statements in the Governor's Specch—it is
not correct.

Mre, PICKERIXG: | am willing 10 aeeept
the statement which bas been made to us.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Yeu are basing your
argument on that statement?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes

Mr. Marshall: Then vour foundations ure
weak!

Mr, PICKERING: That may be so, bug
I am taking the Treasurer's stutement, The
point is, however, that the State is labour-
ing under grave disabilities. The vindebted-
ness of (he natien is proportionutely greater
on account of our population, und ovur dili-
culties are in preportion to cur popularion,
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The price of money is higher to-day than it
has been for many veurs and the value of
the sovereign 4s at a low ebb. With these
factors confrmting tue Treasurer, it is not
an easy matter to finance the State to ad-
vantage. We may congratulate ourselves,
therefore, that the results have been as good
as those reported by the Treasurer, [ wish
to discuss the fruit industey, Tt has been
said that the Drimary Prodweecers’ Associa-
tion has done little or nothing towards the
advancement of this vital industry., That
ig not 0. The industry 4s one of the most
important in the State and it han passed
through the gravest period of hardship. The
industry has received less assistance from
the Governmeot than has any other, It is
a very difficuls ipdustry to assist and that is
evideneed by the action token by the Com-
mission in Melbovrne.,

dir, O’'Loghlen: Only one member uf yvom
exeeutive comes from the Sonth-Weat,

Mr., PICKERING: \Who is that!?

ilr. O'Loghlen: Hewtir. That is why all
the money goes to the wheat areas.

Mr. PICKERIXN{G: No, it ts hecause the
froit industry = so diflicult to assist.

Mr. O'Loghicu: Then why have vou not
had the heunciit of the LAB.?

Mr, PICRTRING: [ have heen yrving for
a lowg tite to get those henefits extended to
tlte South-West.

Hon, P. Collier: The Primavy Prodocers’
Association Jdoes not push 1t very hard,

Aly. Johnston: There ave other South-West
mueaihers on the exeeutive,

Mr. PICKERING: The Primary Pro-
ducers’ Astociation has assisted the fruit
industes as fur as pessible. Several resolu-
tions have heea pussed Ly the conference
which has heen sitfing duaring the past few
days, with 2 view to furthar assisting the
imdustry. It has been found that primary
industiies cannot get the protection that is
avetlable to -econdary  Industries through
the tariff.  [f grimary industries ave 1o
surceed, thut suceess can enly be brought
ahaut by Nietter handling and by the gquality
of the prodwetz. Tiese pre two essentials,
We can ass's; the fruit industryv by a redue-
tion in handling charges and freighe on rail
and Ly sea. To that el eonference eor-
vind a resolition wvestewlay which read us
folloas—

That wwing to the <eriove positien the
friitgrov evs are in ot present, the Gov-
ernment L asked to aseist in finding new
markets for the export of froit.

That is a very hig orler. T we Inok round
the world we can only find markets for onr
froit in the Fast. If we endeavonr tn find
a market in those parts, it is only reason-
ahle to expaei that we <should he prepared
to take soroething in exchange.  Anstralia
= nnt in Lt pesition, Owing to our
protective dariff anl the White Ansiralia
poliexv, which cwogests that we should not
encourage fthe huving or using of prodncts
from foreign eountries where eoaloured labour
i: emploved. it s difficalt to secure an
interehange hetween  Australin and  those
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countries. If we cannet sceure goods in
exchange, we can only take money for the
goods we export. Other countries will not
be prepared to trade on those confditions.
There is & way, however, by which our fruit
industry can be assisted. I refer to the
introduction of sugar at such a price as will
enable it to he wsed in the manufacture
of jams and preserves for exchange with
Fastern countries. That is the only way.
That it is neerssary that we should have
some means other than the export of fruit
to deal with that part of the evop which is
unsuifed for export, is very evident. Efforts
have heen made on previous oceasions to
establish o jam  factory in this State.
Members are more or bess familiar with the
story of disasfer that that attempt involved.
Jam making was firsi started in the Donny-
brook district as a co-operative concern and
it failed. Then the business was transferred
to Perth and at the present time it is in the
hands of Mr. Rayner. What do we find¥
The mewment anyone endeavours to start an
industry such as jam making in Western
Australia, the manufucturer is up against
keen compétition trom the Eastern States,
The question of dumping enters jnto the
problem. There has been o great outery in
the Eastern States against the dumping
there of goods from foreigm epuntries, We
ean protect the Commonweatth from dump-
ing but when it is a question of dumping
as hetween Siates, wo poszible protection
can be obtained,

The Minister for Agricnlture interjected.

WMy, PTCKERING: Tiey are dumping cer-
tain lives of jams here and T will grve some
pirticulars of what ix happening,

My, Wilson: What was the cause of the
Donryhraock failure?

Afr. PICKERIN{: The histery of that
concerp dates ratheor far baek.

AMr. Wilson: Tt was heeanse the growers
would not give their fruoit.

Ay, PICKERING: That was not the only
thing. TInexpevienee in jawm making entered
inin it.

Ar. Wilson: T happened to he a share-
holder, and so T know.

AMr. PICKERING: That may be so, but
the fact vemains, it did fail. Even bhad the
growers given the froit the same resuld
would have been achicved. Subsequent
ventures werc on a firmer basis. T instance
this matter because it i1s very importamt.
The following is an cwxtract from a letter
from H. Rayner & Co.—

There is np shadow of dovht that duomp-
in bas bern going on to a very large de-
prec, and o perusal of the file will show
the Covernment have been eontinually ad-
vivgd ot the faet. T have soeeceded at
In<t in gottine the Couneil of Tndustrial
Vovelopment to act, also the ©“ West Auwe-
tralion " newspaper, and  am  enclosing
eopics of two very pointed articles on the
su'jpet. These articles will place the posi-
tion acenrately before you. This State
Ias been flaoded with inms, chiefly {rom
S il Anstralia: Melboarne and Tasmania
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have been offenders also, Jores’s jams be-
ing retniled at 13s. in Melbourne and 13s.

0. per dez. herc & few months ago. Ap-
provimate retail prices in Feribh  to-duy
are—"‘ Reindeer’” 135, Od.  jer  doz:

““O.K." and Jones's jams 13s. 9d. per

doz.; ‘‘Rosella™ 13s. to 13s. Gd. per doz.;

South Awnstralian jams 105, 6l to 11s, 6d.

per doz.  The 10,000 cases landed here

about February last were from oouth Aus-
traliz, made by H. Brooker & Son:, (‘roy-
don.  These jams are being retailed in

Perth from 10s. 6d. to 11s. Gd. per dez,

and the purchase price was in the region of

9s. per doz., Fremantle. XNaturally the
purchasing puhlic get the henefit of these
eheap jams, but the fact remains that no
ndustry can survive whilst this method of
imping is allowed to exist. T think 1he
printed articles will sufliee to mive an ilea
of the disadvantage under whicl this in-
dustry is placed and. therefore, T will not
tore you with a leng letter on the subject.
These fignres ean he tuken as accurate, and
they illustrate clearly that it is not possible
to casgiiy establish industries here againgt
such opposition. This position was realised
in ihe Iastern States when a mecting of the
Associated (‘hambers of Manufseturers was
held in Svdvey recently. The conference dis-
soviated itself from any attempt against tho
interests of Western Australian indnstry and
carried the following resolution:—

That in the opinion of this meeting it
is not in acvordance with the common in-
terests of the manufacturers of Australia
that mannfacturers estalliched in a State
having large demands ror their products
+hould offer their goods in other States for
consumption at prieces having for their
object the prevention of the establishment
o* the manufacture of such goods in the
Suate in which Lhey are being  offered.
Thi. partieularly applies to the State of
Woestern  Anstralia, whieh has the sympa-
thetie suiport of this meeting in its en-
deavours to establish local manufactures.

Frem this it will be scer that our point of
view is appreriated in the Eastern States as
well.  The Government should tzke every step
possible to bring representations foreibly be-
fore the Commonwealth Government to secure
protection for industries cstablished in Weat-
orn  Australia.

Mre, Marshall: On wlat lines would yuu
work ?

Mr. PHKERING: It is possible, within
the four eorpors of the Cammmonwaalth Consti-
tutiom to prevent the foisting of jams on one
State at o prier lower than that charged
it. tiie State of origin.

The Cnlanial Seeretory: The Rl Anetra-
lian jawrs do not eampare wit' Ravnr's in
qvality.

Mre. PIC KERIXNG: The peint i+ that thase
inws are chearer and people will buy them
on that aceont it the quality ja only reason-
abiv good. This niakes it olmest impossible
for local mwiufaeterors to make their busi-
nes sopeye and B oboa oo o3 action that

iHe

is not confined to this particular industry
alone.

Mr, Wilson: If the quality is right, there
will te a sale for the product, but when wind.
falls are sent out it is a different matter.

My, PICKERING: [ am not referring to
the Donnybrook factory, but to the larger
issue invoilved in the dumping of Eastern
States products and the damage done to local
industries. If it can be demonstrated that
jam is being dumped to the detriment of our
toeal indvstry, we have just cause for com-
plaint.  Another resolution carried by con-
forcuee was in favour of a flat rate of 1s,
1¢r cuse being charged by the Railway De-
partment, By this means fruit could be dis-
tributed thronghout the State more cdfectively
than at present, The Commissioner of Rail-
wiays ogreed to & rate of ls. 6d. per case,
lut I was under the impression that the Min-
ister for Railways made a reference to 1s.
as the rate to be charged. T trust some con-
cossion as outlined in the resolution will he
made. I ecan give the House iy definite
assurance—it can he borne out by other mem-
Iiers who are interested in this yuestion —that
it is not possible to put a case of fruit en
raits from on orchard, and get any profit at
all, under 3s. a case. 1f we can get that
prive, andd the charge of 1s. as o flat rote, it
will be possible to distribute our {ruit
threughort Western Austealia and the con-
sumers will greatly benefit. When it is real-
it how (diflicult it is to get a profit from
fruit, ne objeetion shouid be raixed to this
ronerssion.

Hon. P. {ollier:
about 2d. per 1h.

Mr, PICKERING: Somwething like that.

Mon. P. (ollier: Yet the fruit witl be re-
tailed to the consumer at about Gd.

Mre, PTOEERING: T know that. One of
the trouhles with which the industry is con-
fronted is the putting up ot inferior franit.
Any man who puts up for mavket anything
but the best, i3 doing injury both to the in-
dnstry anwd to the State. The freitgrowers
have uattempted to organise with a view to
overeoming the difiiculty, bt that is net at
all easy. First of all theres arc tactics of
the astute middleman, and then the desire
of the ;roducer to do better than his fellows.

Hon. P. Collier: The high price of fruit
ir the eity is largely dve to the evorbitant
rents imposed.

Mr. PICRKERING: T dare<ay they have
somwthing to do with it.  Valuable assist.
minee could he rendered the industry by the
Frenumtle Harbour Trust if they would lend
vne of their sheds to be insulated as a cold
sture.  However, they decline to do that, de-
claring that the solution of the difficulty lies
in building a special shed at the north wharf.
Bt all the fruit ships berth at the south
wharf, and it would mean exjensive disloen-
tion to move them to the north wharf, More-
aver, one of the ¢xisting sheds on the south
wharf could he insulated for £30,000 whereas
tho erection of a cooling <heil on the North

That would work ont at
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wharf would invelve an  expenditure of
£200,000.

The Minister for Agriculture: Where do
vou get that information?

My, PICKERIXNG: Tt has been put up by
the Froitgrewers’ Association. Again, it is
not posaible te pay more than G6d. per case
«old storage charges, notwithstanding whieh
it is estimated that under the alternative
scheme 25, 6d. per ease will be required.
Moreover, it would bhe wrong fo expend a
large sum of money on a hig shed at Fre-
mantle when the proper place for the ship-
ment of {ruit is the nearest port. Obvionsly
«old storage nccommodation will have to he
provided at Bunbury and at Albany.

The Minister for Agriculture: Already it is
provided af Albany,

Mr. PICKERING: Ard it will have to be
provided al Boubnry. A resolution has been
passed asking that a conference be called of
all those intercsted in the cestablishment of
central markets and cold stores, I trust that
the Minister will give effect to that resclu-
tion, Ome of the greatest nceds to-day is the
provision of a central market in Perth. An-
other resolution passed is to the effeet that in
view of the poor prices received for apples in
London during the past season, the Common-
vealth Government be approached for a fur-
ther  reduction  in freight and  hundling
charges. Tf any one industry stands for re-
iief, it is the fruit industry. Every effort
shonld be mwde hy the Minister to afford
that relief,

A, Lambert: What about minerals?

Mr. PICKERING: | am not dealing with
minerals just now,

AMr. Marshall: Have you read this report
on the handling of fruit in England?

Mr. PICKKRING: [T am aware that in-
numerithle difficulties confront the fruit in-
dustry and require the immediate attention
of the Government. One way in which the
Covernment can assist is by a reduction in
the price of fruit cases from the State saw-
mills, Again, seripus trouble arisés through
the fluetuation of temperatures between here
and Great Britnin,  Many things must be
done if we are to improve the position. Tt
bhas been held that fruit growing should be
inelinded in the activities of the group setflers.
I for one advise the Government to be chary
about encouraging settlers to go in for fruit
growing, until the prospects brighten, 1
notice that under the proposals of the Com-
missioners dealing with the redistribution of
seats | am to have 40 group settlements in
iy electorate, While, no doubt, members
opposite hiope that after the next elcetions I
shall cease to he a member of the House, 1
bhave every confidence in the intelligence of
my ¢lectors,

Mr, Lambert:
Tereated ?

Mr. PICKERING: I do. T fail to see in
thi- House anybody who could more fittingly
represent the Suossex electorate.

Alr. Tammbert: You require a new pair of
spertacles,

Do you think that is recip-
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Mr, P'TCKFERING: In the Speech
little is said about group scttlement.

Mr, Marshall: It is too expensive to men-
tion.

My, PICKERING: § regret that there
should be fhe slightest doubt as to what group
sottlement teans, but I have heard the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Agriculture explain
group scttlement, and as no resnlt 1 am con-
vineed that the Government are not fully
seized of what it really does mean. I speak
in all carnestness and with the fixed belief
that group scttlement is the only policy on
which we can successfully develop the South-
West.

Mr, Lamberi: Any man with 40 groups in
hiv electorate would say the same.

Mr, Uudervood: MHow was the rest of the
werld developed ¥

Mr. PICKERING: By meu fumiliar with
their environment, One hon. member said
that the proper people to put on groups in
the remote areas were the migrants, that our
own people should be given land adjacent to
railways,

My, Maorghall:

very

Who said that®

Mr. PTCKERING: It was said in this
Chamber. The development of Australia, so

far as it has gone, has been achieved by men
from (ireat Britain, There have heen added
to my clectorate 1,271 settlers in groups.

Mr, Lowbert: This is not election day.

Hon. P. Collier: But the hon. member ig
making an election speech.

Mr, PICKERING: The main thing to aim
at in group scttlement is the avoidance of
over-capitalisation. When we start each sue-
ceeding group with green hands, the same
lesson has to be learnt 64 times over. Ia
consequence, each of the group séttlements ia
being developed in the most expensive maunner
pussible.  The clearing should be undertaken
I contract, which would give the hest and
cheapest results. The cost of clearing has to
he harne hy the groups.

Hon. P. Collier: I am afraid a lot of it
will have to he Lorne by the State,

Mr., PTCKERING: Mavhe, but the inten-
tion is that it should be borne by the groups.
Therefore we should see to it that we do not
overburden those people with the cost of de-
velepent.

Mr. Wilson:
50 per coent.

Mr. PTICEKERING: I have heard it said
that the first 25 acres to he cleared cost
£1,060. Sinne then there has been a revolu-
tion i the manner of clearing, At first 26
acres had to be fully ¢leared. Then we found
that five acres were heing fully cleared and
20 acres partially eleared.  To-day all 25
acres are only partially cleared. The tronble
is that this partial clearing is not partial
clearimy at all. 1 have suggested to the Pre-
mijer that partial clearing should mean *fsuffi-
ciently eleared to permit of the use of modern
imj lements.””  The scttlers should he able to
ge through their erops with a reaper and
hinder, instead of having recourse to the
seylhe, as at present.

It will have to he reduced by
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Mr, Wilson:'
small timber?

Mr, PICKERING: There is not much
small timher {0 be dealt with; it iz all very
large timber. Aunother question arises from
the many various forms of clearing that have
been undertaken. After having started 60
groups, is it not time to decide on the cheap-
est form of clearing?  Surely by this time
the department can see that there is one
method cheaper than all others, and that the
present costly experiment in elcaring should
be cut out. The object should be to arrive at
the ¢ eapest form of clearing. The people
on the groups are beginning to wake up to
the question of cost. Last Sunday week [
visited group No. 36, and fhe peeple there
were entering clorely into the cost of eleariny
aml other matters. They wanted to knew
how they would be debited. [f members refer
to ‘‘Hansard™" of last year, they will see
that | asked several questions regarding the
eost of clewring. This session [ asked a
similar question.

Hen, P. Collier: You asked so many ques-
tions last session that we do not remember
them all. .

Mr. PICKERING: Last session 1 (did not
do myself justice. I had earned some dis-
tinetion in the matter of asking questions,
but I lost it.

Hon. . Collier: L can understand the Gov-
ernuent not having been able to answer your
auestions last session, but they ought to have
the information now.

Mr. PICKERING: T &id not ask a frac-
tion of the numher of guestions that the
Leader of the Opposition asked last ses-
gion,

Hon. P. Collier: I will bet yon on that.

Mr. SPEARKER: Not in here.

Mr, PICKERING: To remove all doubt,
T shall quote the question. On page 99 of
last session’s **Tansard’’ will be found the
following : —

Mr. Pickering asked the Premier: 1,
Has a proper system of accounts heen in-
augurated for each group settlement which
will include all phases of expenditore? 2,
What will be the basis of alleeation of
costs on individual farms? 3, Ts the cost
of sapervision te be made & charge against
<ach group and to be debited equally to
each property?

The Premier replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
total charges against the group must not
exceed the total costs. Alloeations to each
hloek will he made by the General Mana-
ger of tle Agricultural Bank when it takes
over the liability. 3, Yes, so far as the
working foreman is coneerned.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a satisfactory
answer,

My, PICKERING: Tt may have been to
you; it was not to me. When a group is
bequn, the inexperienced members of the
group start clearing the first hlock. TIs the
whele rost of learning to be debited up to
the first settlers? Ts the cost of clearing, no
motter how mmeh it may vary on individnal
blocks, to he assessed as a lump sum?

Would von take out all the
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Hon, P. Collier: Each block will stand by
itself.

Mr. PICKERING: Phen those people put
on the fiest blocks will bave to pay higher
prices. That would not be fair to them.

Mr. Wilson: Do you want a flat rate?

My, PICKERING: [ deo not think it is
possible.

Hon. 1" Collier: What is the basis?

Mr, PICKERING: [ do not know. Fach
time I have inguired reganling the system,
there has been no answer. Whenever 1 vi-it
a group, T am asked these questions and I
cannot answer them,

Hon. 1", Tollier: XNo wonder Monger vom-
plains.  That is the nuddled state of the
whole seleme.

e, Hughes: What aethod do vou s ggest
for the allocation?

Me. PICKERTNCG: [ am not responsible
for the poliey. If 1 were, all the clearing
work would be done by contract, and then
we would know the costs. In rome cases the
costs have been abnormally high. The cost
of my clearing by contract was £8 per acre.
That was partial clearing, but it was much
better than the partial clearing oun the groups.

The Minister for Agriculture: How long
have you held that land of yours? i

Mr. PICKERTNG: About 18 years. What
is to be Aone regnrding fencing? Are the
CGovernment going to let the people on the
groups fenee their own properties, or will the
fencing be done by contract? When [ frst
started fencing T bhegan at one corner and
descrifred almost a cirele hefore T pot to the
next.  Many men who start fencing inake
an awtul mess of it.

Han, P. Collier: The Govermment are cer-
tainly feneing your question,

M. PICKFRING: Yes. Fencing is not
an cagy matter, and there is a big dificrence
between the eost when the work is done by
experts us aguinil the cost when it is (lone
by inexperienced men. We have lo ron-
stder these points if we are going to avoid
over-capitalising these people.

Hon. P. Collier: And they are points on
which we have no informaticn.

My, PICKERTNG: That is so. When g
start wns made to build the houses on the
group settlements, green timber was used for
lirings, flooring -and everything else, and the
consequence i that the linings and parti-
tions are of re value. T dirceted the atten-
tion of the Premier to this and to-day. in-
stead of building a gable roof over two ronms
and a skillion over the back, all the rooms are
under a gable ronf. This will mean a great
difference in the temperature of the rooms
i summur.  Instead of using green timber in
the partitions, seasoned timber is heing nsed,
and <o there will be <ome chance of the
houses standine.

Mr. Marshall:
uwsed throughout.

Mr. PTCRERTING: Scasoned timber s'.ould
certainly he uved for the linings and flonr-
ing. Tt is evident there are many vital mnt-
ters that ought to be consillered. There is
the question of stock and implements, What

Seasoned timber should he
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principle is to. be adopted here? Are imple-
ments to be supplied on a commuual basis, or
haphazardly te every individual? These points
must be deeided. Tt would be ridienlous to
provide every settler with a reaper and binder.

Mr. Hoghes: You are a communist,

My, PICKERING: But not of the class
of the hon, member.

Hon. P. Collier: Did not the Minister give
tiose partienlars to the primary produecers’
conference?

My, PICKERING:
very uood speech.

Hon, P, Collier; T read it and it did not
scem fo explain much.

Mr. PICKERING: We Jdo net know who is
reall controlling this big proposition.

Hon, I', Coltier: My, Richardson is the con-
troiler.

My, PICERRING: If we ean judge by the
romarks of the Premier, group settlement is
goiny te he one of the higgest forms of settle-
ment that the world has known, The Premier
tald us a couple of nights ago that it was only
fimited by the arven of land available, and he
said it would extend from Auwgnsta to Eucla.
[f it i¢ woing to take six millions of money to
settle the few groups which we have started,
this poliey will cost somethine like 20 millions
of monex.,

Hon, P. Collier: Fifty millions,

The Minister for Agrieulture:
stop it?

My, PICKERING: T do not suggest stop-
ving it. So Jong as it is not over-capitalised,
I «ee no hetter form of group settlement, but
that is the rock en which the seheme will split,
vnless every possible eare is exercised to pre-
vent these holdings from heing over-capitalised.
What are the Government paving the men who
are 1osponsible for this huge poliey? T helieve
the confroller of group settlement receives the
munificent salavy of £450 or £480. Cne of his
field officers receives in the neighhourhood of
£250. which is less than is paid to the fore-
man working under him. If this policy is such
a huge one, it rdemands the most capable offi-
cials to control it, and if ther are so cap-
able——

The Minister for Agrienlture:
they are capable? )

Mr. PICKERIXG: I know nothing to the
contrary—if they are so capable, the Gaov-
ernment shonld he ashamed to pay themn such
miserable salaries.

Hro, P. Collier:
deny their eapacity?

Ay, PICRERING: Tn iny opinicn they have
exhil.itd capacity, and if the Government are
satisfied—the Mimister indicates that they are
—+the men shonld receive reasonahle salaries.

Th~ Alnister for Aarieulture: We are all
nuder-paid,

Me PICKERTNG . Spraking for the Min-
istev, T sheuld say so. T have no doubt,
thou.h, that these men are not reeciving sal-
aries commensurate with their duties. There is
anather fanlt—the monner of selecting land
for _coup settlements, A ciwssifring surveyor
fir<t coes ont and reports on an area for a
gronn.  The next man to follnw him is a sur-

The Minister made a

Why not

You admit

You neither affirm nor
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vevor who cuis the area into blocks. After
the surveyor has eut up the area, another
ofticinl goes along and rejects or accepts the
different blocks, Does it not seem obvious that
the proper eourse is to send ¢ut the third man
firct of all, hefore the expense of classifying
and surveying has been ineurred?  Who is
going to bear the cost of this?  Without
these errors, the cost of the groups will he
heuvs enaugh.

Ay, Wilson: The land down thiere is patehy,

Ay, PICKERTXNG: Tf the elassifying sur-
vevor Knew his work, he should eat out the
pately land that is considered unsanitable,

AMr, Wilgson: He could not do that,

Alr. PICKERING: The man who comes
afterwards is able to fo it.

AMr. Wilson: He cuts it out of a certain
aren.

Mr. PTCKERING: The classifier shonld be
able to eut it out in the firsi place, instead
of its being left until the cost of classifying
and surveying has been inenrred.  That po-
sition shonld he arrived at in the first in-
stance and net in the last, beeanse all the cost
of swrveving is thrown upqgn the funds of this
sehems,  We have heen nsked what we ave
going to do with these sattlers. We are told
that in two vears virgin foresi is to he con-
vertod infa pastures. T hope that will he pos-
aible, but it is a great deal to expect virgin
forest to he turned into pastures in two years,

f we eannot get the pastures in that period,
can the people in the gzroups undertake re-
mumerative farming? Can we trust these set-
tlers with saluable stoek? Tt will he of no
nse eiving them other than valuable stock, or
cows that will milk well. On 25 aceres a man
vannat rim many eattle. TUrless the settlers got
the best of stoek they eanvot get preper re-
sults, and unless they have ypoastures on whiech
to snstain the eattle it is feelish ta pot valu-
ahle steek into such eountry

Mr. Piesse: We will get it.

Ar. PICKERING: T have seen a property
vlose to the settlements containing magnifi-
cent, paztures of subterransan clover and pas-
palum, Lut it has taken seven years to bring
it to suel a stage, Most of what ceuntrr mem-
hers saw last vear is old country, and there-
fore contains good pasture. The country we
are gpraking of will ultimutely provide good
pastures, hut T shall he pleasantly sorprised if
what we desire ean be brought ahout in two
veara. T de not say that there is anything
wrong with the group settlement principle, or
the conntrr, hut T wara the Government it will
take lomger than they think to make these
group scttlers self-supporting. We must be
careful as to what industries the group set-
tlers are eneouraged to engage in. These are
very fow in number. We must cneonrage the
settlers to operate only in that direction where
thev ean be sure of finding markets. Dairying
and kindred industries are those npon which
it wonld be safe for them to embark.

Mr. Lambert drew attention to the state of
the House.

Bells rung and a guorum formed.
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Mr. PICKERING: The question has been
raised as to the cxient to which we can over-
tako the lnesl market, When it iz all hoiled
down the main itmae te Le concidered on the
local market are tinned milk, butter, cheese,
bacon and eggs. These things ecan all be
worked in assoriation with cach other. The
first requisite is 10 have good pastures, then
10 see that the settlers get approved stock. If
wir are to Puy adequate stock for the rcettlers
we should take steps at ooee to see that
there are sufficient supplies forthcoming.
It wiil not be an c¢asy matter to o this.
The average butfer fat obtained from the
cows in this State is not the average upon
whirh group settlers can be started. Tt is
time we wolie up to this fact, and saw that
provision is made for rearing or sceuring
the stock necessary for the eqnipment- of
these people.

The Minister for Agriculture:
not awakened to it?

Mr. PICKERING: There is no evidence
of it. | have before me the finul report of
the seleet commiitee upon the conditions
and prospeets of the agrieultural industry
in New South Wales, It s an excellent
worl, and iMustrates how vital i is te the
suceens of the dairying indusiry that herd

Have we

testing and  proper  pedigreed  wilking-
strain bulls  be obtainel as  speodily s
possible. This will have to be done in time

if the gronp settlers are to be suceessful
in their operations., The matter must he
takea wup in a Dhusiness-like way, and
speedilv, if we are to meet the earlvy con-
tingenev of equipping the settlers. T had
the pleasure this cvening of meeting Mr,
Miles, who has just returned from England.
He gave a very interesting description of
pig raising in England, and showed what
avenunes there were in that particular in-
dustry if properly undertaken. These are
the lines upon which we shall have tn work.
We must have good cows, geod bulls and
good pigs if we are to make ’ snccess of
this form of settlement. There is no reason
why we should not take into consideration
the development of the cheese industry.
That mav be associated with this group
settlement. It will be necessary to make
provision for dealing with the products of
the settlers, such as milk, butter fat and
bacon. It is no use waiting for the difficulty
to arise before we grapple with it; we must
deal with it speedily. One of the essentials
in the construction of a building is that the
architeet who first plans it out should
thoroughlv understand all the c¢onditions
connected with the building. The same
thing applies to the group seftlements. The
Government must see that the foundations
are well and truly laid, and everyvthing
arranged before we go mueh further,

Mr. Richardson: What do you suggest?

Mr. PICKERING: T have made many sug-
gestinns which the hon. member could have
heard had he been here. I have suggested that
instead of guing on with the present hap-
hazarid method, we should let contracts for
certain things. T have snggested that thore
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should be a pruper sysiem of accounts, so
that we should know how these things should
be debited to the settlers, and al what cosi,

Mr. Hughes: The Premier savs there is a
proper system of aecounts.

Mr. PICKERING: There is no evidence
of it.

Mr, Hughes: Do von not take his word?

Mr. PICKERING: We want practical evi-
dence of it.

Mr. Marshall: No one knows whai the
Peel Estate will cost.

Mr. PICKERING: When we do erect
factories in econnection with our group
seitlements we should secure the best pos-
sible men to control them, One of the
essentials to sueeess in the autput of butter,
hacon, amd cheese is that the standard must
he high,

The Minister for Agriculture: OFf eonrse.

Mr. Underweed . What about the Fre-
mantle Freezing Works which Moager man-
ages?

Mr, PICKERING: They have been man-
aged Tadrly well, [ believe. Every possibia
eare should be taken to cnsure that the
group sett'ers ave given an opportunity of
making good. )

The Minister for Agriculture: We ali de-
sire that,

Mr. Richardson: What is the general cost
of clearing by contractt

Mr. PICEERTNG: I have already told
the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the hon. member
must not repeat himself,

AMr. PICKERING: If the hon, member
has not enough knowledge of clearing tu
be aware that it varies in differeut Qistricts.
I cannot teil him.

Mr. Richardson: T want to know what tle
cost iz in your disirict,

Mr. PICKERING: It varies. The gen-
eral cost in the South-West should not ex-
ceed £12 an acre.

Mr. Richardson: But you said £8.

Mr. PICEERING: It cost me on the
average £8 an acre to clear my lapd. XNo
one would be fool encugh to say that clear-
ing would cost the same throughout the
South-West. Land down therc should be
cleared for a cost not exceeding £i2, after
the manner in which it is now being cleared.

Mr. Marshall: You will be surprised at
the aectual cost.

Mr. PICKERING: In connection with the
immigration movement, the country has had
the assistance of the Ugly Men’s Voluntary
Workers’ Association of Western Australia.
This association has done excellent work.
A braunch of it is the New Settlers’ League.
T have been connected with that organisa-
tion for the last six or eight months. It has
been a great pleaswre to me to have been
associated with ijf. ‘

Mr, Marshall: Did vou join up?

Mr, PICKERING: T could not he a mem-
her'of the exeeutive if I had not joined np.

Mr. SIPEAKER: Order!
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Mr, PICKERIXNG: A great deal has been
gaid in this Chamber about the New Settlers’
League of the Ugly Men's Assoeintion, and
T regret that some of the things stated have
not been favourable to the league. To my
knowledge, the league is representative of
almost every scetion of the ecommunity, and
also of every religious body. Tts composi-
tion is as broad as it can pessibly be. It
has proved itself of inestimable henefit to
the State; and T defy contradiction of that
statement. People whe stay ontside and
eritieise, without Jdoing a dashed thing them-
sclves, shonld he silent. The members of the
league give their services gratuitously, and
give them willingly, and de their ntmost to
assist the State in a very diffienld position.
It is of intercst to know that the league has
helped in placing 2 very considerable num-
ber of wmigrants. The society’s report
states—

Forty-five steamers convexing new  set-
tlers hLave arrived at TFremantle, and
twelve ar Albany, the single men and a
small percentage of married eouples heing
dizspesed of by the joint efforts of this
Ieague and the Tmmigration Department.
The majority of the married people hav-
ing been placed upon the group settle-
ments by the Government, 4,197 pesitions
have been found by this league during the
period under review, which makes a prand
total of 13,220 positions filled, of whom
1,501 have been placed a sccond time, 586
a third time, 175 a fourth time, 91 a fifth
time, and 19 a sixth time.

These figures are very striking. QOut of
13,220 positions filled a first time, it has
been meecessary to fill only 1,501 a second
time, and the number dwindles to 19 filled
for the sixth time. Evidently the positions
found by the association for migrants have
been satisfactory.

Mr, Underwood: Western Australians were
dispiaced.

Mr. PICKERING:
50, but T do not know.

Mr, Underwood: But I do.
““propers’’ were displaced,

Mr. PICKERING: In answer to the hon.
member, let me quote further from the re-
port— '

! The above total included local men as
well as new arrivals.

Mr. Underwood: Where have they goned
Mr. SPEAKER: Ordler!
Mr, PICKERTXG: The report continues—
The summary of the commencing wages
* paid by employers for the year just ended
referred to is as under:—Lads and youths
from 14 vears and uwnder 20 years at 13s.
to 20s. per week and keep, according to
age, 428, Single men over 21 years, 23s
and keep, 2,552. Single men over 21 vears
and above 258, and keep, 472, Contraet
work, 475. Married couples, 135 runging
from £2 to £2 10s. per week and keep, with
57 children, 270, Total, 4,197,
Mr. Hughes: How ave those figures eom-
piled?

That may have been

Seme good
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Mr. PICKERING: They have heen com-
piled from the records in the office of the
league, ,

Mr, Underwood: What about the recent
population, heeanse Western Australians were
driven out?

Mr, PICKERIXG: The hon. member has
a foll knowledge of this subjeet, and prob-
abiy in his address will explain how Western.
Australians have been driven out. T am not
ahle to do so, hecause T am net cognisant of
any having heen drviven oni. One of the ur-
gent necessities whieh arese on the initiation
of the immigration policy was that we should
find billets for the people as they came in.

Me. Underwood: And drove our fellows
out.
My, PICKERING: 1t has heen often

said by members of this House that our loss-
of jopulation was due to the people of the
goldlields leaving 1he State because they
could not make good nt mining here. ITow
the migrants have driven out these goldficlds
residents 1 do not know. Those goldfields
residents must have gone of their own voli-
tion. The Premier clearly explained the other
evening that the statistical returns regarding
population are not seeurate and reliable. 1
do not wish to go over those figures again.
If the member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)
had heen here, he could have heard the
figures explained and would have known the:
exact position. Now I wish te give an ex-
planation of a statement made here the other
evening by the member for Hannans (Mr.
Munsie). I asked the secretary of the New
Settlers’ League to put up the position as it
really is, und he wrote me this letter—

T would be pleased, when you are speak-
ing to the Address-dn-reply, if you wonld
refer to the statement made by Mr. Munsie
regarding the two vagabonds whom he re-
fers to in his speech. Firstly, the night on
which they slept out and were caught by
the police they were in possession of aon
order from this association for beds at the
Salvation Army IHome in Pier-street, but
unfortunately the place wag full and evi-
dently they could not obtain accommoda-
tion. After they had been prosecuted the
following morning in the police court, they
came to this office in a great state at hav-
ing had to appear in a police court, and
were provided with bodrd and lodging at
the People’s Palace in Pier-strect pending
their being found situations.  The lad
whose arm was badly shattered informed
us that he had Dbeen employed at a board-
ing house at Waraming on light work, on
aceount of his disability. He further stated
that his position was still available, but
a telegram to his employer did not bring
forward a reply that resulted in his return.
He was then given a light position on a
poultry farm, und the other lad was given
farm work on the Great Sonthern line. The
same applies to the three mien who were
also referred to, who were sent to n elear-
ing contract. The secretary of the Trades
Hall, Mr. Panton, hearing of their plight,
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asked me to again place them. Two of

them were found further clearing work ot

30x. per week and keep, and the third on a

farm at 25s. per week and keep. During

the fime they were waiting for employment
this associaiion provided them also with
board and lodging &t the People’s Palace.

This information, I trost, will be given

to the House to show that where necessitous

cases have arisen, the association has pro-

vided hoard and lodging, pending cmploy-

ment heing obtained.
T have read this letter especially because some
slur has been cast upon the association re-
garding the payment involved in the business.
The writer of the letter is an officer of the
asgociation, and the only paid officers in it
are the sceretary and those actually out find-
ing hillets, No member of the executive re-
¢eives any remuneration whatever, and all the
work done by the executive is of an entirely
gratuitous nature, In addition, the Ugly
Men’s Association, of which the New Set-
tlers’ League is a branch, goes further, and
provides funds when the funds made avail-
able to the New Settlers’ League by the
Commonwealth are not sufficient.

Mr. Hughes: And how do the Ugly Men
get their funds?

Mr. PICKERING: They get them in a per-
fectly open way.

Mr., Hughes: By securing privileges which
are ailowed to nobody else.

Mr. PICKERING: Ia that true?

Mr. Hughes: Yes.

Mr. PICKERING: Has the hon, member
never had any such privileges as the Tgly
Men’s Arsociation have had?

Mr. Hughes: For ten minutes, and then
they were stopped.

Mr, PICKERING: Anyway, this nssocia-
tion is eatircly a charitable institution, and
its books are open for inspection by anyone
who cares to inspeet them. So there is no
reasor for heaping contumecly upon men who
in their owe time lelp the immigration peliey.

Mr. Richardson: It is the best organisa-
tion in Australia.

Mr. PICKERING: It seems to me that
when a public man decides to take part in
the affairs of such a body as the Ugly Men’s
Association or the New Bettlers’ League, he
becomes an Aunt Sally and a cockshy for the
general puablie.  Apparently a man who de-
gires to serve the State succeeds merely in
bringing contumely upon his head. Tt was
with regret I noted the other night that when
certain members made references to the eom-
position of the Ncw Settlers’ League, one
member said the league was composed of
employers, whereupon another member added,
‘“And third-rate architects.’’

The Minister for Works:
apply te you,

Mr. PICKERING: I am the only
architeet in that organisation, and T think
it is pretty well known. It i3 2 matter for
regret that sueh things should have been said.
In the whole of my political career it has
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never occurred to me to impugn the honour
or the ability of any member of this Cham-
ber. T rospect members in tha poesitian they
occupy as representatives of the people. 1
take it they are here to state the views of
their constituents. I have never inguired as
to the private business of any member; and,
even if T had done so, I should have hesitated
to use the information by way of bringing
indignity upon him. The remark te whiclh
I have referred appeared in the ‘* West Aus-
tralian’’ on the next day. It is no credit to
the ‘West Australian’’ to have published
it. My attention was drawn to it by many
peeple who know me. I think it is unfair,
and I am glad to know that thecre is a possi-
bility of a new paper being started in this
State. I shall welcome it. I trust that any
new paper which we may get will treat mem-
bers of Parlinment impartially and give them
o fair chance. There i3 scope in this State
for an impartial paper, and a paper that will
devote itself to the advocacy of the best in.
terests of Western Australia, The eheap and
nasty reflections cast upon Mr. Monger do
not come well from the lips of members of
this Chamber. “Who are they to heap con-
tumely upon a man who has rendered good
serviee to the State gratuitously?

Mr. Underwood: Who is he?

Mr. PICKERING: Mr. Monger has noth-
ing to do with the sandalwood question, so
far as I know. I had hoped when speaking
on the Address-in-reply to deal with the ques-
tions of sandalwood and forestry, but when
one is so sitnated that one cannot speak until
it is roo late to deal with important subjeets
—and that was tho ease last yeat when 1
wished to speak on foresiry, but was deharred
by the lateness of the hour—one has no real
opportunity of placing one’s views before the
House.

Mr. Corbey: Were yon prevented from
speaking by the lateness of the hour, or by
the faet that you could not get a newspaper
report by speaking at that hour?

Mr., PICKERING: The hon. member in-
terjecting measures me by his own stand-
ard.

Mr, Hughes: How do you know the new
paper will be impartial?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes) must keep order.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 shall not detain the
House longer, as I shall have an opportunity
on the Estimates of dealing with those sub-
jects which the lateness of the hour and the
smaltness of the attendance make it not worth
while to discuss mow,

. On motion by Mr. J. Thomson debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 10.830 p.m.
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